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I think members will realise that I never con-
templated that the Address-in-reply would
finish this afternoon. I quite expected that
it would last a day or two and if that had
been so, other business would have been pro-
vided to be taken up. Now it will he neees-
sary for members to meet on Tuesday.

Hon, JJ, W, Kirwan: What business will
there he for Tuesday?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Very little
business bhecause it will he necessary for the
preliminary stages in regard to cerfain Bills
to be taken belore we can proceed with them
on a subsequent day.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Adjourn until Tuesday
week.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If we do
that we shall he in exactly the same position
beeause it will be necessary to take the pre-
liminary stages of the Bills. .

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Are these Bills ready?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: They are.
It is not my intention to suspend the Standing
Orders, I want to take everything in its pro-
per order.

Hen. W. Xingsmill: Have a formal sitting
to-morrow and deal with the first stages of
the Biils then.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: If it is the
desire of members to have a formal sitting to-
morrow so as to pet throngh the first stages
of certain Bills, that will he sufficient. In the
meantime we may be able to aseertain some
iden of the progress which is likely to be made
in another place and have some idea of the
wishes of hon. members whether it will be
desirable to adjourn wuntil Tuesday next or
Tuesday of the following week. If that is the
wish of hon, members, T simply move that the
House do now adjourn.

Question——that the House do now adjourn
—put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.17 pm.

Uegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, £23rd Januwary, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the
p.m., and read prayers.

Chair at 4.30

ELECTION RETURN—KIMEBERLEY.

The SPEAKER announced the return of
writ for the election of a memhber for Kim-
berley, showing that Mr. M. P. Durack had
bheen dnly elected.

[ASSEMBLY.)

SWEARING-LN,
Mr. M. P. Durack (Kimberley) und Mr.
J. B, Holman (Murchison) took and sub-
seribed the oath and siyned the roll

[For ‘‘Questions on notice’’ and *‘Papers
prescnted,’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’]

QUESTION — WYNDHAM FREEZING
WORIGS, AND MR. NEVANAS,

Mr. O°LOGHLEN, without notice, asked
the Minister for Works: Seeing that the
Minister was chairman of the seleet com-
mittee which ingnired into the Wyndham
freezing works, would he favour inviting
Mr., Nevanas to the bar of the House in
order that he may give his version of the
whole transaction? Mr. Nevanas was stated
to be very anxious at the time to appear be-
fore the seleet committee, und 1 understand
he is in Perth now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In reply
to the hon. member’s somewhat embarrass-
ing question, 1 showld say that any matter
econnected with Mr. Nevanas had Dbetter re-
main  quiescent for the present, or at all
events until we know for what purpose Mr.
Nevanas is in Western Australia.  The hon.
member and the public of Western Australia
may rest perfectly assured that the Govern-
ment will endeavour to protect the interests
of the State so far nsz Mr. Nevanas is con-
eerned.  With that reply [ think the hon.
mentber should remain content.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Scceond Day.

Dehate resmmed from the 20th November,
1917,

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bouller) [4.55}: In
view of the exceptional circumstances in
which the House mects to begin the work of
the session, that is to sy, with seven months
of the financial year already expired, and with
i lapse of two monihs sinee Parlinment first
met, [ have no intention of wasting the time
or the money of the country in debating the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply at this juncture. The Government have
been returned from the country with a sub-
stantial majority. Theirs is the responsi-
hility of putting forward a policy adequate to
the reguirements of the desperaic condition
of the Siate. So far we on this side do not
know, nor does the country know, what that
poliey is. Consequently T shall reserve eri-
ticism or discussion until the Treusurer has
delivered hiz Budget speech, and until the
programme of the Government for the session
is made known to the House and to the coun-
try.

Mr. H. ROBINSON (Albany) [4.59]1: T de-
sire to congratulate the Geovernment on having
afforded members the opportunity of partiei-
pating in the last referendum campaign, which
camyaign enabled Western Australia once more
to inform the world that, notwithstanding what
our brothers in the Eastern States may do,
we here are still prepaved to stand by our
medged word.
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Mr. Hoiman: Not you.

Mr. Jones: The last shillingd

Mr, H. ROBINSON: We have been enabled
once more te proclaim our inflexible deter-
mination to send the last man and the last
shilling rather than see this war of liberation
against tyvrauny and militarism lost or con-
claded in an unsatisfactory peace. [ wish
also to offer congratulations to the Treasurer
on having produced for the month of Decem-
her u surplus. | sineerely hope this surplus
will be the forerunner of many more.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did you find out where he
got it from?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Lambert: On a point or order [ do
not think it is fair that a new speaker ghould
he interrupted in this manner.

Mr. H. ROBINSOXN: T understand that the
Government have not definitely iecided upon
a permanent scheme of repatriation, and we
have to depend on what we can gather or glean
from the Press, T wounld like to draw the at-
tention of hon. members to a leaflet which
has been distributed throughout the British
Isles apparently from the Agent CGencral’s
office, but through the Royal Colonial Insti-
tute, and with the permission of ihe Honse
T would like to read some extraets from it.
The seheme as set out in this leaflet may and
probably will he accepted throughout the British
Is'es as part of the Western Australian Gov-
ernment’s intentions, and [ consider it incum-
bent ou the Government either to confirm or
correct the ideas and impressions which may
be gaining ground in the Home land as to
what we propose to do. There is no Jdonbt
that ns we have in our midst a large number
of returned men there will be a far greater
number in the Old comnfry, who, on reading
the information contained in the leaflet will
be ouly too pleased to take advantage of the
opportunity to migrate to Western Australia,
I will read an extraet from the pamphlet: —

‘“NWestern Australin.’®  The Government
are at present granting homestead farms to
new settlers whilst for British and Austra-
lian ex-gervice men, and dependants of de-
ceased soldiers, suitable land is to be pro-
vided acecompanied by the following speecial
features: (n) Tiberal advances 4hrongh the

Agricultural Bank at cost, plus reasenable

working charges, and under special terms of

repayment, against improvements, stock and

implements. (b} The establishment of n

‘‘Repatriation Fund’’ for making advances,

with or without interest apart from those re-

ferred to in paragraph (2) for mainten-
ance by way of general assistance to re-
furned soldiers and their families. (¢}

Ameliorative aid for waintaining returned

soldiers, ete., until their lands become suf-

ficiently productive, is to be granted by the

Western Australian braneh of the British

Red Cross Seciety. Western Australia is

arranging to settle on her lunds by the end

of 1918, some 8,850 ex-soldiers and sailors
as under, wheat lands and mixed farming

8,000 men; dairying, fruit growing, and

intense culture 850 men. The advances

necegsary for improvements, ete., are ex-
pected to amount to £300 each. The Gov-
ernment are providing educational facilities
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fur disabled soldiers in certain branches of
industry through cxisting channels and the
tocal War Council has already established
a scheme for training men in poultry farm-
ing, ete. The guestion of training men dis
abled who are unsuited to work on the land
is receving attention at the bands of the
Government, who are collecting full infor-
mation from institutions established in
England, Franee, and elsewhere,
Hon. P. Collier: Whao issued that pamphlet?
Mr., H. ROBINSON: T have the original
document in my hand. Tt was issued by the
Royal Colonial [nstitute, London, but the con-
tents, [ take it, have been gathered from the
Apent General’s office in landon,
Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was published in
the *¢Weat Anstralian.’’
The Minister for Works: Js there any date
on the pamphlet?
Mr, H. ROBINSON: There is a date, but
[ cannot give it for the moment. That leaflet
which is in eirculation in the Home land is
absolutely misleading, and T would like the
Ciovernment to give the MHouse an assurance
that it will be withdrawn from circulation at
once. I should like to ask where is the
£4.425,000 roming from to rsettle these 3,000
add men referred to in the pamphlet? T under-
stand that the idea is based on the assistance
which has beén promised by the Imperial Gov-
ernment through the medivm of the Tederal
Parliament, but 1 would ask the members of
the Government. and particularly the Minister
in charge of this scheme, whether he has made
any arrangements with the Federal anthorities
for the loan of that sum of money in ene year.
I understand that the Government have been
doing something in comnection with vepatria-
tion. We have noticel that they are ecn-
deavouring to establish poultry farming in the
metropelitan area. I understand that 10 aeres
of land are being set aside for each returned
man, and T would ask whether there is a single
man in Western Australin who could make a
living from poultry alone on such a small area.
Mr, Collier: And with 20 clncky hens.
Ar. H. ROBINSON: T understand the
number of hens to be supplied is 200. I
hope the Minister in charge of this scheme
will net expect a returned soldier to make a
living from such a proposal unless the Minis-
ter out of the kindness of his heart is pre-
pared perpetnnlly to pay the losses which
will be sustained, for T unhesitatingly say
that there is not & man anywhere, let alone
a retorned soldier, who will be able to make a
living ont of poultry on 10 neres of land. We
have instances of 200, 300, and up to 500 hens
bLeing kept in good loealifies, and the owners
of them having to go out and earn wages in
order to make ends meet, I know of an in-
stance of 2 man who has 500 hens and whose
son is at the war, He bhas to go out and earn
wages in order to keep the farm going until
the return of his son from the front. Tt is
generally conceded that it eosts about 1s. a
dozen to produce the eggs, and for some con-
sidernhle time past the leading stores have
not heen able to sell the eggs which have heen
offering at 8d. a dozen; yet in the face of
that we have the Minister spending £5,000
on a small area which was repurchased. The
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expenditure of that money will represent
about £500 for cach block on houses, wind-
wmills, tanks, aud runs. The mouey is being
spent under the provisions of the Workers'
Homes Act with the repayments extending
over about 23 years, The men are to be sup-
plied with 20y lhead of poultry now Dbeing
riabsed at the poultry farm at Subiaco. 1 ask
the House to suy whether it is not an utter
impossibility for any man to make u living
under such conditions. If we desire to help
returned soldiers we should stop such an ab-
surd iden as that which has been put for-
ward in connection with pouliry raising., The
scheme, I understand, is vnder way and plans
are being prepared.  The residents of Osborne
Park have expressed the opinion that the
scheme has no chance of success and that the
men will he away from their alloteats in
six months, The land in which these men are
to be settled has no swamp area, but is all
sand with the usuad timber to be found on it.
1 understand that there is a man in the State
who has made money out of poultry farming,
but he has something like S acres, and he
has been established Lor a considerable time
and has spent far more on the property than
the Government van ever afford o do. I
understand that the Mioister for Industries
is the Minister who is in charge of repatria-
tion, and as I feel that L awm under an obliga-
tion to do all 1 can for returned soldiers, |
might express the opinion that the Minister
for Industrics who is also the Attorney Gen-
cral and bas control of the Forestry Depart-
ment—which departinent by the way rups a
nursery to compete against private nursery-
men—has far more te do than he ean pos-
sibly give his eomplete aftention to. There
has recenty been held in this Slate a con-
ference on forestry, and while I do not say
it shoulil not have taken place, T think that
the Government of Western Australia in
these strenuous times should not have been
expecied to find money to defray the cost of
such # conference. I ohject strongly to the
Government repurchasing private estates. I
think that all Government Jind should be
utilised first. In conncetion with the estates
which were repurchased hy previons Parlia-
ments, the prices paid were so high that we
cannot for a moment think of settling re-
turned soldiers on them and expect them to
niatke a living, The obstacles which are
placed in the way of returned soldiers szcur
ing land T think should be removed, [ under-
stand that a returned soldier must go hefore
two hoards. The first board askes him what is
the colour of his hair and whether he cleans
his teeth, and before he passes that set of
austere gentlemen, he has to go before another
hoard who inquire into his qualifications for
settling on the lamd. Whilst T congratulate
the Gavernment on giving us the opportunity
during the recent referendum eampaign of
asking outsiders to enlist, at the same time T
have it on good authority that bhehind the
Government petticoats there are 300 or more
eligibles, and it i3 the bounden Auty of the
Goverament, and also that of hon. members,
to see that these men are made to do their
duty, and that oerupations are found for
those who have returned. So far as T am c¢on-
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cerned, L want to assure Ministers that I am
prepared to give them all my help, and my
business experience is at their disposal, pro-
viding L am given a fair and reasonable op-
portunity of expressing my views, and I am
at the same time quite prepared to abide the
decision of the House, but I nin not prepared
to blindly accept whatever any Minister may
choose to decide upon by himself alone. 1t
Ministers are still going to adhere to the
principle of propounding their owu idcas and
schemes and isswe or confide them to members
through the chaunel of the press, without
giving hon, members of this House an oppon-
tunity of expressing an opinion or vote upon
them, where does the aecessity for 40 odd
members at £300 per annum come ind It
has heen said that ordinary business methods
do not apply to the Government, and that
they have special ways of deing things, T
quite agree that the Government have special
ways of doing things, but it is almost impos-
sible to get information under these special
ways from heads of departments, particu-
larly in regard to the finances, By alter-
ing thesc antediluvian methods and having
an  up-to-date system instituted, it would
mean  that the financial figures as placed
bhefore us at varions times would be
more  clearly understood by the House.
I am of opinion that thoroughly praetieal
men should be chesen in various districts
who have i true conecption of the settlers’
requirements in sheep breeding, cereal grow-
ing, orchard work, dairying, ete., who would
act as Government advisers and who would
classify and report upon the land available
and also its adaptability for the several pur-
poses and all within a 12-mile radius of ex-
isting railways. T feel sure it would not he
an impossible propesition to seleet and ap
point permancnt Boards in each separate
district of residents who would help and ad-
vise settlers until they became acquainted
with the conditions under which they would
have to work and live and t{hese services
would be earried out voluntarily. TFor I am
convinced the man on the laud is only too
anxions to render whatever help he can to
the men who have fought and returned from
the firing itne.  In this respect, I hope Min-
isters will be able to bring the information
before the House in such a way that there
will be no necessity for members to go to
the heads of departments, and that we shall
have at varions times a systematised state.
ment. This wonld give Ministers more ¢on-
trol over the heads of the departmengs, and
it would give members greater interest in
the actual! operations and work of the Gov-
ernment. The working of the finanees of
the various departments could then he re-
viewed periodically.

The Minister for Works: Are you going
to set the permanent heads of the depart-
ments against Ministers, because that would
be the cffect of itf

Mr, H. ROBINSON: T know that alterations
will have to be made, and T do not neces-
sarily say that Ministers should come into
eonfiict with the heads of the departments.
T am pleading that information should L2
placed before the Tlouse in such a manner
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that it can be understood, instead of being
in the gnise of merely approximate figures,
compiled in such a manner that even profes-
sional men versed in the latest methods of
aceounfaney would fajl to understand it, 1
venture to say that, in many instances, even
the Minister placing such figures before the
Huuse is not aware of the real position. At
a later stage | will deal more fully with
this. 1t is absolutely imperative in all ie-
partments that the asntedeluvian methods in
vogue for so Jung shall be altered and some
np-to-date system adopted. T sincerely hope
that Ministers will bring down Estimates
which will give details as to how the money
has already becn spent, and that, in future,
the Estimates will be submitted to the House
before the greater portion of the money has
been spent.  With reference to the engage-
ment of certain public servants, we have a
striking example of the extraorinary wmeth-
ods adepted hy the Government., I refer to
the engagement of the late Fruit Commis-
sioner. T am sorry te have te do this, bhut
we have here an authentie case. The gen-
tteman himselt has furnished uws with the in-
formation, and we may take it that the de-
tails are correct. The cngagement of the
late Frnit Comunissioner was made on the
following conditions:—1, The position was to
be n permanent one. 2, Subjeet to the Min-
ister for Agriculture only. 3, He was to be
permitted to own an orebard and farm pro-
perty, in addition to earrying on his dutics
to the State. 4, All expenses of himself, wife
and family and furniture were to be paid
by the Government. Assuming these condi-
tions to be correct, I venture to remark that
ne husiness firm in the State would have
engaged any servant, no matter what his
qualification were, upon such terms and coh-
ditions. It only poes to show the looseness
of the system whieh permits such unbusiness-
like arrangements to be made. Notwithstand-
ing that he was to be paid £750 a year, he
was to be permitted to own a farm and to
farm it, Yet, in the ease of a low-wage man
on the railways, if his wife starts a little
store, he is dismissed. T say the conditions
under which the late Fruit Commissioner
was cngaged would not be tolerated by any
business firm in Australia. I know that this
is an isolated case, and I trust that no State
employees will be engaged on like conditions
in the future,

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Was there not an object
in permitting him to own an orchard?

Mr. I ROBINSON: He was permitted
to own it and work it. Tn reference to the
State trading concerns, although on prinei-
ple T am opposed to the Government com-
peting with its own taxpayers, yet we have
at present a number of State enterprises,
and my previeus remarks apply to these. 1
hope the Minister in charge of these trading
eancerns will bring them up to date and put
them on a business Footing. Although at
present it is impossible te say whether or
not they could be sold, the time is not far
distant whben some of them will be disposed
of, 1f they are put on a hetter footing, it
will he casier to dispose of them at .a satis-
factory figure. T am not prepared to sup-

pere any Government who wight propose to
increase these State trading concerns. Quite
recently we had an instance in  which the
State Implement Works guoted  for some
meters, although the works had wo machinery
available for making them, and no data s
to costing te go wpon. as againat two firms
wha had  installed machinery for this pur-
ase,

Hon, W, . Angwin: And who wanted to
rob the State of 7s. 6d. per meter.

Mr, JI. ROBINSOXN: It has been claimed
by the advocates of the Slate Trading Con-
eorns that the main reason for their estab-
lishment was to cheapon living in Western
Anstralia,  One cannot but give ecredit for
that desire. But what do we find? Tt was
well known to the Government that, last
year, we had an abnormally Theavy fruit
ecrop. The State Sawmills’ manager must
have been aware of the large quantity of
fruit eases to bo used. and at the beginning
of the scason frnit eases were quoted 8s.
Sd. ar Mount Barker, Presently it was an-
nowneed from the State Sawmills that there
were no cases available, and for some con-
siderable time orchardists suffered great
losses in conséquence, being unable to get
cages at any price. Then came the edict
from the State Sawmills that the cases could
nat he manofactured at 8s. 8d. and that the
price in future would be 11s. The Fruitgrow-
ers’ Association conld not afford to squabble
over the difference, and straightway they
forwarded their orders for cases.

The Minister tfor Works: You would not
have fruit cases supplied at a loss?

Mr, H. ROBINSON: When we remember
that these sawmills  were established to
cheapen prices, it is extraordinary to find
that a large sawmilling concern close to the

State Sawmills adopted the same price,
namely, 11s,, and that  the price
arranged by the State Bawmills

for this vear is identical with that of the ather
huge sawmilling concern. If we are to have
the State sawmills bolstering up the price at
the cost of the taxpayer, it is time somebody
moved for an investigation. Notwithstanding
that the price was raised from 8s. 8d. to 1ls.
we have the wonderful return of a profit on
this enterprise of less than half per cent. on
the eapital employed. With reference to the
State brickworks, the Minister in charge has
stated that every brick being turned ont at
present represents a loss to the State.

Mr. Green: Nonsense. There was a profit
of £800 for the last half vear.

Mr, T, ROBIXSOXN: T hope the Minister
will inform the House whether it is a fact
that this loss as stated is correct, and if so
whether he will have it rectified at the earliest
possible moment. Tn respect of these State
enterprises, T would draw attention to the fact
that n great injustice is heing done to private
enterprise and a loss entailed upon the tax-
payer through a c¢lause in the Geovernment
contracts which stipulates that in all Govern-
ment works the materials necessary must he
procured from the State departments. Let
me give hon. members one example which has
occurred in my constitneney: A little time ago
it was decided to erect a bridge across the
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river at Deamark. In the terms of the con-
tract, it was specified that the timber must be
purchased from the State mills at a price laid
down by the department. The price of this
timber delivered at Denmark railway station
was £4 15s. per load, to which 3s. per load
had to be added for cartage from the station
to the bridge site. The manager of the local
timber company at Denmark has informed me
that his company would have delivered the
siume quantity and cqual guality of timber at
the bridge site at £4 5s. per load, and would
have made a fair profit at that figure. This
means that for the purpose of bolstering up
the State sawmills the Public Works Depart-
ment bad to pay on a contract of a few hun-
dred pounds no less a sum than £132 10s. more
than would have heen the case had local and
private enterprise been given a fair deal in the
matter.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: How long ago was
that?

Mr. H. ROBINSON: I cannot say, but 1
can assure the hon. member that the facts are
correct. And yet, with all such unequal ad-
vantages, the tradmg department of the State
cannot even make ends meet. Under such con-
ditions is it any wonder that one seetion of
the eommunity is erying ont against the other,
and confidence beeomes shaken? No wonder
the deficit has mownted up if the public works
of the Statc have had to carry the burden of
these ill-conceived, ill-managed trading con.
eerns, which have been and are throttling the
competitive industries of the State by such
wnsound and  unfair methods as I have
described. It is not my intention, at this
stage, to criticise the Education Department
of the State, but there are one or two points
T should like to refer to. At the present time
I believe it is eustomary to admit very young
ehildren into the primary schools, even mere
habies of three years of age. The schools of
the State should not be made public nur-
series.  The teachers’ services can surely be
more profitably made use eof than by teaching
habies of such tender years. Surely children
of five and six years are quite yomng enough
for the commencement of school days. I think
that eountry distriet schools, partienlarly,
should include in their eurriculum a course of
training adaptable to the varions primary in-
Austries associated with the particular district,
and that the prineiples of agriculture should
he inculcated into the minds of the children
in such a1 way as to make them of greater use-
Tulness to their parents, and at the same time
give them an interest in their surroundings
which may be the means of keeping them
from overcrowding our cities and towans.
This would mean tha¥ the sons and daughters
of the farmers wounld have thetr fraining in
the perticular oceupation that is earried on
in the district, be the means of keeping them
in the district and also of helping  their
fathers, as well as preventing them from mi-
grating to the ecity as they do in s0 many
instances now. T hope that where a State
farm is established due advantage wilt be
taken of the fact, and that, if possible,
weekly lessons will he given to the scholars
in the distriet. With reference to the taxa-
tion questions, T understand the Goverament
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are cndeavonring to get the Hrale and the
Paderal Tasation lepartments combined under
ane coutiol. L am sure every wewmber in this
Chitmber will be anly tou pleased to do his
Lest to have this desirable amalgamation cur-
ricd out.

Hon, W. C,
for some time,

Mr. H. ROBINSOXN: I hope these depart-
meuts will be governed under one system,
and that this system will be clearly defined.
Tuxpayers will then have an opportunity ot
making direct appeals us to their assessments,
without having to go to the Court, and T am
vonvineed that in this respect u saving can
e effected. A saving could also be effeeted
if tuxpayers were permitted to wmake out re-
turns on their own paper. The forms which
arg issued by the departments now are so
conmplicated and intricate that it requires a
professional man to fill them up in many in-
stances, and this comstitutes a double hurden
upon the taxpayer. In many euses the cost
of these services amounts to more than the
actual tax itself. T again cengratulate tho
GColonial Treasurer upon the explicit infor-
mation that he gave recently, with veference
to the State finances and his attempts at
geonomies. [ hope that every Minister will
give to this IHouse the same sort of inform-
ation, and will go through his departments,
try to effeet economies, and notify the House
accordingly. We must all hope during these
strenuous times that Ministers will rigidly
adhere to the expenditure that is actually
pnssed by Parliament, If Ministers wish to
retain the cowfidence of the House, at least
we should be given an opportunity of vet-
ing for or against these various amounts. I
wonld like to draw the attention of the llouse
to the rveport of the Auditor General. This
report has been hefore members every year,
T understand, but 1 have not heard that very
mueh notice has bheen taken of it. There
ure one or two instances which I would like
to yoote, and which T think members should
take serious notice of. Under the heading ot
““Warks and Industries,”” the Auditer Gen-
eray says—-

““The direct collections by Works officers
were banked at monthly (or lomrger) in-
tervals, in lieu of weekly, as dircefed by
the Treasurver.’!

If these moneys arve held by Government
oflicials, where are they held, and who keeps
them? What individual in the public ser-
viee has the right to hold Government moneyv
for a month or lenger?

Hen. W. C. Angwin: Where are these offi-
cers, in what part of the State are they em-
ployed?

Mr, M, ROBINSON: Although we are taxed
s0 that we have scareely any money to spenn
on production, vet we have the Auditor Gen.
ernl telling us in his report for 1916 that we
have officers of the T'ublie Service holding
tiovernment money for a manth gr longer.
Should we permit these things tn go en and
tuke no action when the matter has Dbeen
bhronght bhefore us by the Auditor General?
Wo should take action. With reference to
the  Sitate sawmills, the Auditor General
RAYVS— v

Angwin: That las been tricd
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**Although requested, no wages shects
have been supplied for an amount of £1,043
11s. ld., stated to have been dishursed.’”

That is another glaring iustance of the way
money is being handled. This money is sup-
posed to have been expended, but there are
no vouchers for it

Mr. G’Loghlen: What is the explanation of
the department?

Mr. H. ROBINSON: What would become
of a private firm if it could not produce its
vouchers for wages! Tf the Government can
insist upon local enterprises doing their busi-
ness in @ certain way, they should insist upon
their own cmployces doing so also.

Won, W, . Angwin: He has sigued the
account as being correct.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: It appears that there
arc some funny things going on in connection
with the State sawmills. I have vet to learn
from the Minister for Lands, who has been
dealing with this particular matter, or from
the Minister for Works, or any other member
of the Government, that it is possible in a
sawmill to make cases out of fruit trees. We
have, however, the glaring instance of an
expenditure for fruit trees at the State saw-
mills amounting to £46 13s. 9d., and of this
amount being charged to the vote for ‘“Work-
ing expenses, etectera.’”” Who authorised the
planiing of this orchard at the State saw-
mills?  Was it for the manager, or was it
planted for the then Government?  The
statement still stands that the taxpayer of
Western Australia had to pay £46G odd for
friait trees ut the State sawmills, As an ex-
perienced orchardist T inust say that the pur-
chase of the trees forms a very small, part
of the cost of production of fruit, because the
clearing of ¢he land to receive the trees
would prohably run inte considerably more,
I have no doubt we sghould be surprised if
we had betore nus the whole cost of this or-
chard, T should very much like to know who
authorised this.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Whoever did so did the
right thing. 1t is a lovely orchard.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: I should like to make
another commentary upon this partienlar de-
partment, The Auditor General save—

“Although requested, the necessary in-
formation to enable a check te be made
has not bhecn supplied in regard to an ad-
vance of £80 paid to the manager of the
sawmills for travelling expenses, when
vigiting the Eastern States of the Com-
monwealth.’’

Hon, W. .. Angwin: On business.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: Whether that money
was duly authorised or not to enable this
gentleman to go to the Eastern States on
business, who had the right to pay the money,

“and why is there no check upon it? With
regard to Stores suspense, the Auditor Gen-
eral says—

‘“The Suspense Stores on hand at 30th
June, 1916, according to the Treasury
hooks. were: Government stores. £184.461
193. 104.; Railway stores, £32035371 1s. 7d.
These have been purchased without Parlia-
mentary aothority with money obtained
from the pablic aceount and not charged

tv any of the three funds, namely, Re-

venue, Loan, or Trust.’”
In 19i6 we had half o million of ths tax-
payers’ moncy spent without the authorisa.
tion of Parlianient, and we have a statement
that as it is a Suspense Aecount it eannot
appear in the balance sheet. Notwithstand-
ing that these things cccurred in 1916, T have
yet to learn that they have been stopped
since. 1 bring these matters before the
House with an object which T hope hon. mem-
bers will agree to at a later peried. I also
notice, in reference to railway stores, that the
Auditor General states that stock is only
taken once in every three years. Is it any
wonder that the railways do not pay, and
that we have had placed before uvs a pending
deficit for this year? Another item in con-
nection with the Auditor General’s report is
fhat the Stores Suspense Aecount was
charged with an amount of £7,126 1Gs, 6d.
for payments made hy the Agent General,
bur no vouchers have been supplied  sup-
porting the charge. [f such forms did not
come to hand in an ordinary commereial busi-
ness no money would pass at all, and no law
could insist upon moncy passing. And yet
we have the sum of £7,000 passced in as paid,
but & considerable time after we have the
astounding statement that no vouchers have
been prodnced with regard to it

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Auditor General
savs that ne vouchers have yet lLeen pro-

doced. Tt takes a long time to get them
here in these days. Be honest in your re-
marks.

Mr, W, ROBINSON: T can only read to
hon. members what the Auditor General says,
and cannot read what is in the hon. mem-
ber's imagination.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Read what is there.

Mr ML ROBINSON: T have read the state-
mient made by the Auditor General.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He used the word
fvet.’’

Mr. 3. ROBINSON: T give the Auditor
General credit for knowing what he is talk-
ing alout.

Hon, T. Walker: Why do vou not read what
ho savs?

Alr, H. ROBTNSON: With regard to the
Treasury expenditure, the Auditor General
savs—

*“P'reasury expenditure return No. § alsn
shows ‘Excess expenditure’ £560 17s. 1d.
No exeess, however. appears in any bhook
of arcount in the Treasury.’’

What has hecome of that money, and how
does that entry come in? The House, T
think, will agree with me that T have gone
far enough in this matter, because T see |
am irritating hon. members opposite.

Mr, Munsic: No. not in the least.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: Tt is necessarv, in
my opinien, that more assistance should be
given to the Auditor General to enable him
to carry out in i preper manner the complete
supervision of the accounts of the State.

Hon. W, (", Angwii: We want a new Auadi-
tor General.

Mr. H. ROBINSOXN: T think the Auditor
General’s remarks are so clear and explicit
that it would be in the hest interests of the
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country if the Government would appoint a
committee of members of the Hounse to yo inte
the whole of his statements and present a
report to the House, und ask the House to give
mmediate effect to the finding. I hope that
if no other plea I have made this afterncon
is agreed to, that this particular plea will he
given cifect to. [f these leakages—and I use
the word with all due respect—are stopped,
and the finances of the State are properly
managed, if large sums of money are not paid
away without autherity, and if goods which
are unnecessary are not purchased, the Treas-
urer should not be obliged to impose additional
taxation upon an already overburdened State.
If we look into all these matters, we will find
that a vconsiderable amount is involved, and
we are not in a position to do what we used
te de in better days.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: ‘These are not leak-
ages, but just payments.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: T hope the Government
will appoint sueh a committee as I have sug-
gested, to po into the Auditer General’s re-
port for 1916. With respect to economy, |
would draw attention to the Perth Publie
Library and Musenm, the cost of which insti-
tution for the year 1916 amounted to the
somewhat surprising total of £6,469. During
the curremey of the war, T maintain, with all
due respeet to metropolitan members, such
an institution should be closed, and a returned
soldier pliced in charge of it during the
curreney of the war, when nt least £5,000 of
the taxpayers’ mouey would be saved annually.
In repard te the Stamp Act, the Government
have recently been imposing hardships on some
City firms by cansing them to be fined for
issuing unstamped interim receipis, althongh
the official stamped receipts were issued on
the same day or on the following day. At
the same time there are firms in Western Aus-
tralia who issue hundreds of cheques weekly
without paying the 1d. stamp duty on one of
them; they simply have endorsed cheques paid
throngh the bank. TIf the Taxation Depart-
ment will look up those firms, they wili find
that sinee the passing of the last Stamp Aet
the revenne of the State has suffered to a
considerable exteut.  With refercnee to ver-
min boards, it appenrs that in most localitics
the endeavour is to make the residents find the
money required to destroy vermin. T[Prom the
Auditor General’s report. however, I find that
the sottlers in the Gascoyne district have bheen
more favourably treated.

Hon. I’ Collier: You are up against another
financial expert pow, You had better he care-
ful.

Mr. H. ROBINSOXN: The halance owing by
the Gascoyne Vermin Board on the 30th June
last amounted to £70,849 3s. 14. Whilst T
am prepared to believe that the Government
who made the arrangement which has resnlted
in this debit were actuated by the highest
ideals, [ consider the present Government
shonld see that the amount advanced is repaid
with interest. The interest outstanding at the
end of 1916 amounted tc no less than £18,763
3s. 1d.

Hen. P. Collier: You have no hope of squeez-
ing that ount of those squatters.
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Mr. H. ROBINSON: When the Govern-
ment are imposing on other localities the neces-
gity for rating themselves in connection with
vermin destruction, they should at least see
that the Gascoyne people pay up their back
dues. A cheque for £18,000 or £19,000 would
be very accepiable to the Government just
now.

Mr. Mimsie: We are right with you there.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: As for the Industries
Asgsistance Board, from my own Kknowledge
T can state that chaos reigns in the affairs of
the board. T could give dozens of instances
where it lias been found impossible to obtain
the exact position of a farmer under the
board; and it is for the benefit of farmers
that the board exists. At present the bhoard
are a political body. The affairs of the beard
shoulil he conducted through what we regard
as the standard of administration in Western
Australin-—the Agricultural Bank. The board
are really a new institution.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Tt was supposed to he
merely a temporary affair.

Mr, T, ROBINSON: The bhoard being a
new institotion, it was only natural that the
officers conld not possibly know the full ins
and outs of the position of all the farmers,
conld mnot possibly know who was worthy of
agsistance, aml who was not. And yet, next
door to the board’s offices, there is a perma-
nent staff thoroughly conversant with the
position of individual farmers. T refér,
of course, to the Agricultural Bank., The
pank have their inspectors ont eonstantly,
and know the position of every farmer in
Western Australia,  Tnstead of making use
of the veliable information of that institu-
tion,, the Government start a new hoard. I
say unhesitatingly that eomplete ehaos reigns
in the affuirs of the board. T hope the Gov-
ernment, who in many instances are trying
to effeet economies, will amalgamate, if I
may use the word, the Tndustries Assistance
Board with the Agricultural Bank, when, T
am sure, favourable results will accrue mot
only to our farmers but to the State. I do
not wish to go into the question of the wheat
marketing seheme, bhut I must refer to one
phase of it. We have been given to under-
stand that one of the objects the Govern-
ment had in view fhis season was to save
expense to the farmer. For that reasen they
dil not want undue competition at the var-
ious cengres. At each centre there was to
he only one ageut to receive wheat on be-
half of the Westralian Farmers, Ltd. But
what is happening? T say at once that what
is occurring is the fault of the House. That
is the peculiar aspect of the matter, TIn
Tambellup, for example, there is a represen-
tative of the Westralian Farmcrs, Ltd., and
ane man whom 1T may ecall a tally eclerk.
They have been at Tambellup for a fortnight,-
and daring that time only one load of wheat
has come in. A further surprising feature
is that there are also stationed at Tambellup
two Government men connected with the
wheat secheme-—whom I may call bosses, and
one whom T may eall the tally elerk. T
would like to learn from the Government
what these three men are deing at Tambel-
lup. and who is paying them? One can enly
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surmise that the Government do not trust
the Westralian Farmers Litd.

AMember: In that they may be showing
gnod juidgment,
Mr. H. ROBINSOXN: If the farmer is to

be saddled with the expense of these three
vxtta men. the result will be that the tax-
payer will be rcalled upon to pay the differ-
ence between the sale price of the wheat anid
the unnecessary, expenses which the Govern-
ment are ineurring,  ‘Turning now to the sub-
ject of Royal Commissions, 1 am uncompro-
misingly oppaxzed to them, and T hope the
Gavermment will tanke the very firmest stand
in putting a stop to their unnecessary oper-
ations. and to the piling up of wocalled-for
expenditure on the over-burdened taxpaver.
We have gleaned from the Press that the
Royal Commission on  Agricolture have of-
fered some good suggestions; bui there are
ways and means of obtaining those sugges
tions more simply and more cheaply. T have
vet to learn of asy henefit which has ae-
erned to the State of Western Australia dir-
ectly from ‘a Royal Commission. The only
result up to date has been that the taxpayer

has had to pay enormous sums for the cost |

of these Royal ommissions. 1 underatand
that the cost to date of the Royal Commis-
sion on Agriculture amounts te something
over E£,000. The Royal Commission on the
Cost of Living are absolutely making them-
selves the laughing stock of people who
know anything of the subjeet.  Tor some
time past lengthy reports of that body’s
proceedings have heen  published in  the
Press, and the Premier has informed the
House that ihe eost of the Commission to
date was £182. Tt means that for the pur-
pose of advertising the hoot trade of West-
ern Australiz the Government have saddled
the taxpayver with the expense of £182. What
other result has acerued? Are we getting
our boots any cheaper to-day?

Mr. lautev: How does the cost of the
Royul Commission en the Cost of Living
compare with the cost of some other Royal
Commissions?

Mr. H, ROBINSON: The question natur
ally arises, if it costs £182 to find out noth-
ing ahout boots in this State, what is it go-
ing to cost to find out nothing in a similar
way about all the other commoditics? Re-
eently the Royval Commission have been sim-
ply wasting their time. I am surpriged that
the members of the Commission did not know
hefore they started their investigations that
the Federal Government are operating the
produce of Australia, and more particularly
butter, and that the prices for both buying
and sclling are assessed by the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Lutey:
prires.

AMr, H. ROBINSON: No matter what the
findings of the State Royal Commission may
be. they can have no effect.

Hon. P. (ollier: They have had the effect
of proving to the people of Western Auns-
tralia that the profiteer is abroad amongst
them,

Mr. H. ROBINSON: T sincerely hope the
Government will have those Commissions

The merchants ignore those
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stoppe! forthwith. [ make the suggestion
that if inquirics of this nature are necessary
—and probably it mmay be necessary from
time to time to undertake these investiga-
tions—why should not the Government se-
cure the services of members of Parliament
for the purpose’

AMr, Jonres: And pay thewm, Good!

Alr. W ROBINSON: We are paid to do our
duty, and why should not the Government
call on ug to do this work?

Hon. P. Collier: We have made such a mess
of our duties in the past, that our activitics
ought to he restricted.

Mr, H. ROBINSON: Tn reply to that in-
torjoction, T take it that the members of
Roxal Commiseions would not necessarily be
chosen from the side on which the hon,
memhber interjecting sits, but that the per-
sonnel of Royal Comrmissivns would be iudie-
iously selected from both sides of the House,
Further, the personnel need not necessarily
be restricted to members of Tarliament, for
1 frel sure that there are in Western Aus-
tralia commercial men who would offer their
services for snch o purpose gratuitously.

M. Munsie: Of ecourse they would. in or-
der to protect their own interests.

Mr, H. ROBINSOXN:  These commereial
men would kunow something of the subjects
which the Royal Commissions are supposed
to investigate.

Mvr, Lutey: They would frame nice reports.

Alr. O’Loghlen: Do you question the ability
of the members of the Roval Commission on
the Cost of Living?

Mr. H. ROBINSON: Yes, undoubtedly.

Hon. P. Collier: Tn what way?

Mr, O’Loghlen: [Ro matter what the report
of the Commission may be, T say you will not
find three better men in the country.

Mr. If. ROBINSOX: As regards local hor-
rowing for local produetion, 1 hope the Gov-
ernment will he able to earry out their scheme,
which [ feel sure will prove of great henefit
to the State. If confidence i3 to be quickly
restored in Western Australia, it will he only
through determined action by the Govern-
ment in advancing money to assist production.
Let the Government not wmerely talk abont
this, but let them put their principles into
practice. The sooner the Government put their
plan into operation. the better it will be for
Western Australia. T am convineced that the
proposal to start butter and bacon factories
will receive support from both sides of the
House: hut T trust the Government will
judiciously go inte the details of the various
schemes hefore placing at the disposal of every
town in the Statc a butter and hacon factorr.
Provided these conditions are abserved by the
Government, it will not be long hefore West-
ern Australin will be producing more than her
requirements in hoth hutter and bacon. Here
let me mention the Lenmark butter and bacon
factory. T do not wish to comment on what
has been stated in the Press hy the Honorary
Minister (Mr. Baxter); hut T consider that
eredit i dne to the late Commissioner for
the South-West, Mr. Connor, for arranging
the alteration of the criginal scheme and eom-
verting the farm into 1 butter and bacon fac-
tors. That factory has heen the means of en-
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abling a number of Denmark settlers to turn
the eorner. As we know, the Denmark settlers
have had 2 most trying time from the incep-
tion of the settlement. They were wrongly
placed on the land, and the land was wrongly
priced. Not until Mr. Connor initiated the
butter and bacon factory at Denmark was there
a reasonable ray of hope for those settlers.
Although the facilities at the factory are
somewhat behind the times, yet its operations
for the last 12 montks, including working ex-
peuses for a full year but sales for only eight
months, showed a profit. The profit was for
only eight months becZuse during the summer
months they are unable to do anything, The
proposition hefore the Government at the
present time is that they should increase the
works to enable the settlers there to continue
to make a living for the full twelve months.
I have had the henour of placing before the
Ministry particulars in this respeet, and I
sincercly hope the CGovernment will give the
matter full consideration and that it will not
be long before they decide on the extension
of a very important asset. This will help
the farmers in the vicinity of Denmark, and
if it is not done, there will be no living for
the 300 families in the vieinity of that place.
If the Government will inerease the facilities
in the direction I have suggested we shall
have a flourishing example in that part of
the State of what is badly wanted in Western
Australia.

Mr, O’Loghlen: It would be a trading con-
cern then.

Mr. 1. ROBINSON: If the Government will
establish an up-to-date factory there, within
two or three years the settlers of Denmark
will be ahle to take it over as a co-operative
concarn. [ know nothing better than that at
the present time, and if the Government are
sinvere, they ean do in this part of the State
what they are always deelaring it is their in-
tention to do.  With reference to the Albany
so0] stores, muech has been said ahbout them.
and while 1 do not desire to go into the pros
and cons of this question, T would like to yoint
out that the greater part of the newspaper
eontroversy which lias taken place on the
matter has not heen altogether true. Tf the
Government will provide in these stores for
the freezing of fat lambs and pigs, with estab-
lisheil abattoirs in close proximity, the works
will be condueted with sueccess. So far as
the returned soldiers are concerned, there ara
already in this State ahont 2,000, and T think
it is the Auty of the Minister in charge of re-
patriation to close himself up in his office and
seek the assistance of the most practienl men.
There is another matter that T would like to
bring unider the notice of the House and it is
that of the Torbay drairage scheme. As hon.
members know, the Government have spent
over £12,000 on this scheme of drainage which
was supposed to take the water off the settlers’
properties and enable them to farm their vari-
ous holdings. Before the scheme was started
it used to cost £20 or £30 a year to clear the
har. Sinee the Governtient have spent £12,000
there, and have rained nearly every settler in
the distriet, it costs £i50 a year to elear the
Thar, and yet we have it from the Government
that the scheme has proved a suecess, When

I tell hon. memnbers that when the scheme was
first started there were 70 settlers in the viein-
ity of it working 430 acres, and that to-day
there are only 19 settlers working 60 acres, it
will be admitted that the figures speak for
themselves. I hope that Government, at no
matter what cost, will get expert advice in the
direction of rectifying what at the present
time is a most unsatisfactory drain. I under-
stand that in the early stages this scheme was
passed by the Engineer-in-Chief, and that be-
ing so, that officer could only state that the
scheme at the present time was a suecess, but
the Government last week sent another engin-
cer down there to try to get the settlers to
take it over. At the same time the Eingineer-
in-Chief was looking over the scheme to see
whether alterations eould he made. Ts it fair
to the settlers of any district that the fHovern-
ment should try and make them aceept some-
thing which they declared was good, and at
the same time make inguiries in the direction
of effecting alterations. Two years ago the
cstimated losses to the settlers in the district
totalled over £70,000, and if we add to that
railway freight, we can form an idea of what
the State has also lost. I hope the Govern-
ment will do something to rectify what is an
unsatisfactory scheme from beginning to end.
Undoubtedly the people there are worse off
to-day than they were before the Government
even thought ef a drainage scheme. With re-
gard to the railways of the State, I hope the
Government will appoint a Commission to go
into the question of administration generally.
It appears evident that the concern is too big
for one man to control, no matter how capable
that man may be. The Commission I would
suggest should be a Commission of members
of Parliament. The present Comumrissioner of
Railways, who has not been in good health
for some time to come, bas too much to
shoulder with the management of the railways
and the tramways. There should be section-
ising of the departments in the future so that
statements of revenue and expenditure for the
various sections might be shown,

Mr, O’Loghlen: We have asked for them
for 10 years past.

Mr, H. ROBTNSON: Whenever we ask for
a return dealing with a certain section with
the ohject of getting improvements ecffected
along that section, we reccive areply that the
railways generally are not paying and that
conscquently the request cannot be agreed to.
I will give an instance which will prove that
sowething  should be done.  Recently the
scheduled time of the Denmark express has
been altered Dby the addition to it of 20
minntes, so that the produce picked up might
catch the train at Kalgooriie. I had the
honowr of travelling on the first train under
the altered arrangements. We left Torbay
Junetjon at 10 minutes to onc and arrived at
Albhany, a distance of ® miles, at 2 o’clock. Tt
took an honr and 10 minutes to do that jour-
ney. Surely that is nol a record that anyone
should be prond of. With reference to decen-
traligation, this has been the declared policy
of Government after Government, and one is
glad to know that some attempt has heen made
to carry out the prineiple in one or two in-
stances. T am convinced that as the Greater
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Perth scheme is almost eompleted, it would he
in the best interests of the State to munici-
palise the tramways, the ferries, and sewerage.
Ey bhringing these concerns under leeal gov-
ernment control, the taxpayer would benefit
considerably and it woulidl be possible to locate
the losses. The municipality would be able to
borrow more money on the tramways than the
fovernment can o at the present time, and
the result would be more extensions and gen-
erally a better service, The same applies to
the terries and the sewerage system. With
reference to  Parlinmentary  hours, |
liope that the Government will consider
the advisableness  of  begiuning  the
afternoon  sitting at 3 o'elock and on
ong day a  week, preferably Thursday,
starting the sitting at 0 o’clock in the mora-
ing. The constitnents of the State have sent
bon. wembers to represent them here at the
present time more seriously than has ever been
done in connection with any other Parliament.
We have been $ent here to endeavour to
straighten out the finances, and if we are to
attempt to do that, we must come here willing
to work and to do our duty in longer periods
than the Government have arranged for us.
Moreover, it is unfair to ask country
members to come up as has heen done
this week., to attend to the work of
Parlinment for only two afterncons and
two evenings, It would be decidedly
preferable in the interests of hetter dchating
if we were to sit in the afternoons and early
in the evening rather than into the late hours
of the night and the early hours of the morn-
ing. T sineerely trust that the Government
will pay some attention te the suggestions T
have made with regard to returned soldiers
aud that the measures which will be submitted
will be in the dircetion of giving to these men
that help to which ihey are entitled and also
in the direction of altering the chaotic state
of the finances.

Mr, PILKINGTON (Perth) [6.10]: As the
last apeaker has observed, this Parliament
has been sent back in the hope that it will
Le able to do something towards straighten-
ing out the finances of the State. 1t appears
to me that in the present condition of affairs.
there is one matter paramount above all
nthers which it is the duty of the Govern-
ment and this Parliawment to deal with; T
maean that of the State’s finances. A very
fow figures with which perhaps hon. mem-
bers are familiar, are sufficient to show both
the condition of the finances and the propos-
als which, up to date, the Government have
made for the purpose of meeting the present
dificulties. Stating those figures very shortiy,
they are as follows: —The deficit for the last
finuneial year was E700,000, The deficit for
the eurrent financial vear in the absenre of
any remedial measures, is estimated by the
Treasnrer at £1,057.000,  Tf one wishes tn
test the value of that estimate by the events
of the last six months, one ean easily Ao so.
The Treasurer estimated the deficit for the
first five months of the eurrent financial vear
at the sum of £400.000. Tn faci the deficit
for that period was £404.000, exerrding the
estimate hv nearly £100,000. On the othier
hand, as has bheen mentioned hefore this

afternoon, there was a surpins in December
of £36,000, leaving a deficit for the whole of
the half year just cnded of £457,000, indi-
cating, 1 think, that the Treasurer’s esti-
mate was fairly accurate and that in the ab.
sence of remedial measures, the defieit for
the present fnancial year may be expected
to be £1,057,000 as estimated. The import-
ance of these figures is this—it is an increase
in the annual defieit of 50 per cent. in the
abgence of remedial mensures. It means that
in the absence of remedial measures the
annual deficit jumps from £2 to £3: that is
for every £2 of the deficit last year, there
is £3 this year, T have not the faintest
notion of what the inerease may be next
year, but that we may expect an increase, ani
u large increase, is beyond doubt.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. PILKINGTON: Before tea 1 was
pointing out the enormous increase in the an-
nual deficit hetween last year and the present
finaneial year, an intrease amounting to 50
per cent. T would ask the attention of hon.
members to another view of the finanees.
The total deficit on the 31st December, 1917,
amounted to the sum of £2,518,000. If hon.
members will refer to the last issue of the
Loan Account, the last issue which T have
secn, it will be noticed that the total amount
which is shown as due from the Treasurer is
the sum of £1,822,000. That has, T take it,
been all spent and is part of the deficit with
which we are now faced. The whole of the
loan money was spent and it became neces-
sary to draw upon another aceount, and the
expenditure uof trust moneys then began.
The trust moneys spent amounted to £G95,-
000, making the total of £2518,000. These
figures are significant and caunse us to look
with goie unxiety (v the vemedies which the
Government have up to date proposed. Tt
may he the Government have remedies which
it is proposed to put forward and of which we
know mnothing, but T am speaking of the
vemedlies which the Government have up to
date made public. Those remedies were
stated in the poliey speech of the Premier
and were as follows:—Tn the first place the
Government prepose the suspension of the
sinking fund. which will give them a sum of
£300,000 per annum, Next thev propese that
there shall he certain eronomies cffected
which they cstimate at a sum of £100,000
per annum,  Next, cerfain taxation was sug-
gested, an increased anmual  ineome  tax
which would give another £160.000. Then
there was to be an incrcased Aividend duty
tax which would give £27,000, and an in-

crense in the stamp duties and shipping,
and inzuranee  company taxation, which
wns  to  pive £25000 per annam, and a

tax on what was ecalled the sporting commun-
ity. which was ecstimated to return £28,000;
making 2 total of £640,000 by these remedial
measures.  Rut we were told at the same time
that these remedinl measures would only bhe
applicable to balf the vear. Therefore, they
wonld onlv get one-half that sum to set
agninst the defirit of this vear, namely,
£320,000, of which £150,000 is represented by



162

suspension of the sinking fund. The total
remedies which the Government propose to in-
troduee hy taxation and economies. give a total
of £170,000 per annum to set against, as stated
in the policy speech, the deficit of the current
finaneial vear. But hon, members will ohserve
that of that £170.000 a sum of £80,000 was
to bhe ohtained by an increase in the income
tax, and T confess T have long wished to
understand how an inerease ju the ineomc tax,
whirh would fall on the incomes earned in
the current finanvial year, is to be set against
the defieit of the same vear, That incoine
tax will not be collected until the next finan-
cial year und will, therefore, mot he available
to set against the defieit of the present finan-
cial year. The same remark applies to the
inerease in the dividend duty tax. That in-
crease in the dividend duty tax is the sum of
£12.500, making a total of £83,500, which will
not be available, and T think the same remark
may apply to the £25000 in so far as it is
to he raised by shipping and insurance taxa-
tion charges. Roughly, sav, £100,000 out of
the £170,000 will not be available for the
present financial year, which leaves us in the
position that the Government’s remedial pro-
posals, putting asule the asnspension of the
sinking fund, will give us a sum of £70,000
to ret against av expected defieit of £1,057,000,
and | venture to say those figores show that
the Government's proposals are uniterly and
hopelessly inadequate to deal with the position.
Let me just voint out what that wmeans. Tn
the figures which T have given we are going
hack, according to the estimate of the Colonial
Treasurer, and T have no doubt he is right,
at the rate of £3.000 a day, while with the
remedial measures sugpested by the Govern-
ment, putting aside the suspension of the sink-
ing fund for the woment, we arc going to
set agninst the £3,000 a day roughly £200 a
day. Throw in the whole of the sinking fund
and you get £600 a day. Those fignres will
be, of course, increased next year beeanse
there will be the full figures available, but
at the same time it is to he expected there
will be an inerease in the annnal deficit. There
is one obsérvation T showld like to make in
regard to the figures [ have referred to and
it is this: it is a remarkable fact that all the
proposed remedies nopear to emanate from the
Colonial Treasurer. There does not appear
to be any suggestion from any other source.
Someone just now interjeeted what was T going
to do about it. But it is the dnty of the Gov-
ernment to find out what has to be done, and
if they find out that they are absolutely in-
capable of dealing with the matter it is for
them to sav so.

MHon. R. 1. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Tt is the dutv of the Govermment critics
too.

Mr. PILKINGTOX: The nosition, as T
nnderstpnd it of a Government critie, is that
he is entitled fo e¢ritieise fairly and sincerely
and honestly, and that is what T am endeavour-
ing to do, but T sav this, the Government
shonld rememhber that those who stand outside
the Government have not the same opportonity
af knowing the faects which the Government
know. The Government know the facts and
the figures, which we do not. Tt is impossihle
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for me, if 1 was fhe hest skilled business man
in railway matters, to say what should he
dene in regard fo the railways, but the liov-
ernment have the opportunity of ascertaining
the whole of the tacts, and it is impossible
for auyone outside the Government to point

ont as a cortainty  what  the firures
aml  faets  are.  Anyone  outside  van
only suggest general principles, and

as | eriticise honestly, fairly amd sinecrely,
| expect the CGoverument to listen and ans-
wer me in the same honest  and  sincere
spirit. 1 mentioped just now that onﬂ.of
tha Government remedies was the suspension
of the sinking fund. I am not prepared to
say the time may not arrive in a State swch
as this when the suspension of the siaking
fund is justifiable, but T say this, the sus-
pension of the sinking fund is pro tanin a
repudiation of our obligations and ne sus-
pension of the sinking fund can be justitied
unless accompanted by ccouomies and gool
administration, showing that the Govera-
ment has a reasonable chance and expeeta-
tion of meceting the serious difficulties that
we are in te tide over them. During the lask
genernl election 1 refererd to the education
vote and T refer to it again. The estimute
of the education vote for the present year
is, | wnderstamd—1 take the Gigures from
the policy speech of the Promier—a sum of
£373,000, including the University vote. Lt
is the largest sum that has ever heen voted
for cduneation in any one year in Western
Australin, T spoke of that matter during the
general elevtion campaign, and T wish fo
make elear the position 1 took up then, and
whieh T talke up now. T am not concernerd

with any question as to the efficiency
of the FEducation Department. I am not
concerned at the moment with any ques-
tion as to whether there is waste or

extravagance. What T am voncerned with is
this: we have an enormous defieit, inereasing
by leaps and bounds, and this edueation vote
is bigger than cver before. Ti is a vote
which any outsider knows ean be eut down,
and if the Govermment and Parliameunt say
it shall be cut down, it ean be cut down,

Hon. R, . Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): In what particular instance?

Mr. PILKINGTON: The hon. member asks
me to make suggestions.  They can only be
made hy any person in the position of the
Goverwment.  [f the Government wish 1o
cut down, their first duty wonld be to get
together the healds of the depactments and
find out how it is best fo cut down, Tt is
nof for me to de that. T eanmot de it
What I do say is that that vote ean he cut
down, and the State will continne doing its
business. Tf the affairs of the Btate cannot
he put in order without cutting down that
vote, it should be cut down as a mere matter
of good business and honesty.

Mr. Thomson: Tn what way!?

AMr. Griffiths: The way you suggested was
to starve the minds of the children.

Mr. PILKINGTON: T never advorated
anything of the sort in my life, I do not
pretend to know encugh about the Educa-
tion Department to say what should he cnt
out aud what showld not. T have not the
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neve==ary knowledge, and L think no hon.
member has it. Any member who set out to
cut Jdown that vote would first have to get
the necessary information from the permanent
offivials in charge of the department.

Hon, R. H., Underwood (Honorary Minis-
tery: Ntart on the University.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I am indifferent as
to where you start, but T say we are spend-
ing on edncation @ sum which we are not
justified in spending. Every penny saved
from the education vete would go to reduce
the amount of trust funds which we are
spending at presenl,  Those who say [ am
derivons of stayving the brains of the chil-
dren will perhaps tell me themselves if 1
am right in my coatention that it is neeces-
sary to ent dowun expenses. Y we do not cut
down somewhere wg shall be in serious trou.
ble at an early date. I will ask these who
say the vote cannot be veut down berausc
the children would starve, what they pro-
pose to do when the State is not in a posi-
tien to pay its interest bill?

Mr. Jones: Why not resort to taxation?

Mr, PILKINGTON: If the bon. member
will snggest uny reasonable form of taxation
which can be imposed at the present juncture
I feel certain the (rovernment will be pre-
pared to accept it. According to the Consti-
tution under whieh we live 1 find it exeeed-
inglv diflicult to discover any fresh available
avenue of taxation.

Alv, Jones: TUnimproved land values.

AMro PILKINGTON: When the hon. mem-
ber shows to what extent an unimproved
land values tax will meet the present posi-
tion 1 shall be glad to hear him.

How. . Collier: The ‘*West Australian’’
explitned it the other day.

"Mr. PILEINGTON: Not how by such a
tax we are to meet the present difficulties.

Mr. Holmaun: It would al! help.

Mr. PTLKINGTOX: That is precisely the
pwint of view T should like hon. members to
note. When we shall have worked out the
amount of taxation we can expect to get,
we shall see what sort of deficit is to be
exyecied next year, and see whether the tax-
atim  is sofficient.  Unless evervy  possible
source of saving is made use of, this deficit
will nat bhe stopped. 1 am uot attacking
the Education Department. Lef ns assume
that it is the finest in the world, and T still
say we have not the money to spend on it
Tt we do not cut it down T fail to sec how
it i« possible for the deficit to he met.

Mr. Thomson: By how much do vou sug-
wes1 it should be cut down?

Mr. PILKINGTON: Again I say it is im-
possible for an outsider tn determine that
withaut the assistance of the heads of depart-
wents. T only say. “‘llere is a veote which
we know can he ent down.'’ It may be that
1t should be cut down to the basis of reduc-
imr it fo eover only primary schools. Tn
order to find a satisfactory scheme of redue-
tion a great many matters will have to be
gon: into which T do net know anything
ahout.

Mr. Lambert: You would propese making
eduration a close preserve.

Lib

Me. PILKIXGTOX: [ have uo intention of
doing so. My whole desire is this: if the edu-
cation vote can be maintained and if we can
at the same time meet the deficit, [ do not
ask that a penny of the education vote be
taken. [ only say that if we cannot meet the
deficit without taking a part of this vote, we
shall have to do it to earry through. If my
contention is correct it will foillow that some
day we shall not have money for education or
anything else. 1 would preserve some portion
of the education vote to go on continuously,
whereas I faney some hon. members would
say, ‘‘ Keep it at the full strength at present,”’
and when they found themseives, a few years
hence, without funds they would then let it
all go.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
ments.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I do not think there
are any departments at all which ought not to
occupy our attention. For instance, let us
tura to the Railway Department. 1 amn rot
able to say that in the Railway Department it
is possible to make large economies or re-
trenchments. I suspect it is, but L am mnot
able to say that it can he Joue, as [ can say
in the case of the Education Department. But
the position of the Railways to-day is this:
there is a loss expected .luring the present
finanvial year of a sum approaching £400,000.
The Railways are the largest receiving and
spending  department which the Government
have to deal with. I'be problem which is pre-
presented by the Railways to-day is the most
serious probiem that any individual Mivister
has to deal with, and the sincerity of a Gov-
ernment can be judged to some extent by the
manner in which tley deal with that depart-
ment. I ask the House does it indicate that
the Government are seized of the importance
ot that problem and its difficulties, are seized
of the importance of the question to the
country, when they select to be Minister for
Railways the hen. wmember for Yilgarn (Hon.
C. A. Hudson). Against the member for Yil-
garn T have not one word to say. He is a
reputable member of an honourable profes-
sion to which T myself belong, but 1 do say
that it is ridiculous to suggest that the mem-
her for Yilgarn was the best person that the
Government could find to untlertake the prob-
lem whieh faces the Minister for Railways.
It is no reflection on the member for Yilgarn
to say s0. The same might be said of myself
if T held the same position. But I do say
that the sinecerity of the Government can be
judged by that appointment of Minister for
Railways to faee this problem. T ask hon.
members ¢an it be said that in the appoint-
ment of the member for Yilgarn the Govern-
ment were actusted solely by the motive of
finding a person who was most capable of
dealing with this. the greatest problem which
has to he dealt with by any individual Minis-
ter? 1 think, to that qnestion there is but
one answer,  Tndeed, if the Ministry were
seriously dealing with this question, one would
expert that the Minister for Railways, whoever
he might be, wonld he rerognised to have in
that position sufficient to oreupy the attention
of one man. Tf the member for Yilgarn were
the most eapable man in Austrabia for the

There are other depart-



T4

position ot Minigter of Railways, then L ven-
ture to say it would be absurd to burden him
with the turther duties of Minister for Mines.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: You must remember
that the Railways are under a special Act,
Mr. PILKINGTON: That is perfectly
true, but whai | am putting forward

is that the problem which has to be
dealt with by the Minister for Railways
is the biggest problem that any indi-

vidual Minister in the present Government
is faced with, and L submit to the House that
the manwer in which that matter has heen
dealt with iz not in aceordance with the best
interests of the State, and does not show a de-
gire to deal with the matter in the best in-
terests of the State. T say, in fact, the ap-
pointment was actuated by party considera-
tions, When [ say party considerations, I
should like to let members understand that T
do nof speak of party as a thing which is in
itself evil; for when party means that there
is an association together of men for politieal
purposes, men who are bound together by an
honest and sincere political faith, then party
is a good thing, However, the appointment of
the member for Yilgarn was not based upon
any consideration of any political faith.

Mr. Green: Are there not other Ministers
who might be open to criticisn as well?

Mr. PILEINTON: There is no question
about that. I have not selected the member
for Yigurn for criticism for any personal
reason. | happen to have eriticised him be-
eause he is put in charge of this the greatest
receiving and spending department of the Gov-
ernment, and beeause it appears to me that
proper eare in the making of suweh appoint-
ment was not excreised. That is the only
reason why | have sclected that Minister,

Hon. P. Collier: Tt was as bad, if not worse,
to put the important Department of Agricul-
ture under an Honorary Minister.

Mr, PILEINGTON: T must be allowed to
point out that if T were to eriticise the Cov-
ernment in detail T might detain hon. mem-
bers a great deal longer than hen. members
would like to be detained. T may say T am
attempting to confine myself to those matters
which concern the finances of the State, or
are closely connected therewith; many mat-
ters to which T should otherwise refer T pro-
pose to pass over in silence. The next point T
would consider has heen already referred to
this evening, namely, that of State enterprises.
T refer to it in this connection: T am desirous
of knowing what is the poliey of the Govern.
ment  in conmection with State enterprises.
The matter is one which in my view at any
rate is of very preat importance. T am not
attacking State enterprises, and never have
done so, on the pround that they do not pay—
the majority of them T helieve do not pay—
that is not the importanee of the matter, The
reason, T believe, why the majority of persons,
who have a strong opinion on the matter, dis-
approve of State enterprises is this: we be-
lieve that the presperity of a eountry neoces-
sarily depends npon the success of private in-
dividuals in business, and we also believe that
when a State engages in business in competi-
tion with private individuals private enterprise
is then choked. Tn other words, State enter-
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prise when in competition with private enter-
jrise tends to choke the prosperity of a coun-
try. ‘That, put very shortly, iz the political
belief which 1 hold, and whijeh T think most
ion. members helieve is sincere and which they
see the reason of. No doubt T shall he told
that 1 am raising bere a econtroversial ques-
tion. 'I'he auswer is that a controversial ques-
tion is not heing raised by me; it is here. It
is raised by the faets themselves.  Here are
State trading concerng in being, and the pub-
lic and this House are entitled, I think, to
know from the Government what their policy
is with regard to them, one way or the other.
Ts it their pofley to maintain these enterprises,
or to get rid of them?

Mr. O'Loghlen: To maintain them.

Ar. PILKINGTON: T de not know whether
the hon. memher is right or wrong. Not long
ago I introduced a deputadon to the Premier,
and the members of that deputation were de-
sirouws of knowing what the policy of the Gov-
crnment was.  The Premier gave ns a very
long answer, and was followed by the Minister
for Works, and we went away without knowing
whit the pelicy was, T am not eriticising the
Premier for his answer on that oceasion, be-
cause T do not know whether the Attorney
General had told him what the poliey of the
Government was. If he had not done so, the
Premier, of conrse, would not know. Tnder
these eircmmstances, the difficulty in which the
Premier was placed is obvious.

The Minister for Works: You are cutively
wrong there,

A, PILKTINGTOX: The Minister for
Works told rs that he was very strongly
apgainst State enterprises, but that he was
going to carry them on. The Premier told us
that he was always against State enterprises,
and that he always would be against them,
that we all knew what his views were, but still
“fat the same time,”’ he said, in effect, ‘‘ State
enterprises are going to be earried on.”” We
were told that whatever the policy of the Gov-
ernmient was anmd whatever the Government
thought—hut what they thought they would
not tell us—they were going to carry on these
State enterprises exaetly in the same way as
if hon. members opposite were in charge of
them.

Hon. R. 1. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Quite right.

AMr. PILKTNGTOX: What we are entitled
to know is, what is the policy of the Govern-
ment? Arve the Government in favour of the
State cnterprises or not? T ean quite under-
stand the Government saying, ** We cannot put
an end to them at the moment,’’ hut is it
their policy to get rid of themn ov is it not?

The Premier: Now we are coming to it

My, PTLRINGTON: The Premier may like
to say to one section of his supporters that it
is the policy of the Government to carry on,
and to another seetion that it is not their
poliey to do so, but the Government should
have some definite policy npon a matter which
is here in our midst. Let them say either that
they are in favour of State enterprises or
against them. This House and the public are
entitled to have an answer to that question.

Hon. P. Collier: Ts it their poliey to sit
upon the fenre?
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Mr. PILKTNGTOXN: That is apparently
what they arce irying to do in this matter, and
I am afraid it is estremely uncomtortable for
thent.

Mr. Lambert: And you are not likelv to
make it any more comfortable for them.

Mre. PILKINGTOX: 1 was merely endea-
vouring to afford them a little assistance in
the matter. There are many cquestions upon
which I shoulid like to have touched, but do
not propose to speak upon them ug this junc-
tore because they do not immediately con-
cern the State’s finauces, I have iu mind,
however, such o matter as the curious de-
velopment of an clective Ministry.

Mr. Mullany: If yon were in power, would
xou get rid of State enterprises at once?

Mr, PILKINGTON: If T bhad my way, [
would tell the public that my policy was to
get rid of them at the earliest possible op-
portunity. Of course, ! would wnot threw
them away.

The Minister for Works: That is what you
were told by myself.

Mr. PILKINGTON: T am very giad that
the Minister for Works bas now explained
what he had intended to say, but did not say.
If he will look at the account of the inter-
view, he will find that he did not say this
at all. If it is the policy of the Government,
ag a Government, to get rid of the State en-
terprises at the earliest possible date, T am
glad to hear it, and trust that they will show
that they mean to do this by bringing in a
Lill, which T think will be necessary, to en-
uble them to dispose of them.

Member: Would yon dispose of the Gov.
vrnment railways?

Mr. PILKINGTON: Lt is true that the
railwayvs Torm a part of the Stute calerprises,
but when T speak of 3iute Lrading coucerns
or State enterprises T refer to those coneerns
which are in competition with privite enbor-
prises.

Mr. Munsie: The Midland Railway is a
private enterprise.

Mr, PILKINGTON: There is one other
matter to which T wish to refer. but which is
connected comparatively remotely with the
finanees of this State, and that is a matter
which was debated in the House when the
Wheat Marketing Bill was before us some
few weeks ago, This is a matter upon which
T appeal te the Government to speak with a
little more candour. T may have misappre-
hended what took pace, and what T read in
““Hansard.”’ The Minister for Works tells
me that T entirely misapprehended what he
said the other day. At all events, the same
misapprehension under which T have sof-
fered was in the minds of others who were
present, with the exeeption of the Premier
who has not vet tohl me what he thought of
it. The question to which T wish io refer
is that of the Westralian PFarmers, Litd.
There was a proposition pat forward hy hon.
members opposite which appeared to me to he
a very reasonable one.  Thev said, ¢*We
want to know how it was that the zone svs-
tem, whirh the CGovernment had intended tfo
recognise or to adopt, or had contemplated
adopting, was abandoned.”’ Tt was, in fact,
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abamdoned and the result was that the Wes-
tralinn Farmers, Ltd., got the whole job.

Hon. P. Collier: We lhuve had no explana-
tion as to that yet.

AMr. PILKINGTOX: My impression is that
this Hounse has had no explanation yet, but
T am perfectly satisfied that there is a sound,
simple, aml good explanation available.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: The members of the
Country party know,

Mr. PILKINGTON: The cxplanation
which was given by the Premier, whoe got
op to expliain, wuas that he had never given
any undertaking that there should be a zuone
system, No onc ever said be bhad done so;
thiat was not the point. The point was, why
was the zone system given up? It  had
never been eatirely adopted, but clearly had
Leew contemplated, [t was, however, given
up, and one company got the lot. I confess
after all that has been said in the House, that
if the man in the street goes away thinking
that there is something odd about it, he is
justified in the attitude he adopts. When
I speak of the man in the street, T mean the
general poablie, who have not had the advan-
tage of hearing a private explanation be-
tween closed doors. The general public must
be wondering what the explanation is. 1 be-
lieve the explanation to be an  extremely
stmple one, and T trust T am right, 1 repeat,
the zone svstem was contemplated. The
Government considered, whether on repre-
sentation or not T «o not knew, that as the
Westralian Farmers, Lid., was a farmers co-
operative company, it was a fair thing that
the farmers should have an opportunity of
dealing with their own company, and conse-
queatly the Gevermment said, ‘‘All right. we
will not have the zone system. You ean have
the whole country, and the farmers ean deal
with the Westralinn Farcmers, Ltd., or the
other firms.”? The other firms then said,
““We will not vome in.’’ Tf that is the ex-
planation, which T have gathered from vari-
ons sonrees, then there is nothing wrong in
what has heen done except that the Govern-
ment have surrounded the matter sith a veil
of mystery, for what reason T do not know,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: They conld not go
fo uanother agent. They were compelled un-
der the Act to go to the agent who was ap-
pointed.

Mr, PILKINGTON: The diffcrence was
this, that if the zone svstem was done awav
with and the whole of the country thrown
open to the agents, then the farmers would
be able ta deal with their own company. the
co-operative company.

AMr. Maley: Who suggested the zone svs
tem? ’

Mr. PTLKTNGTOXN: T do not know, and
that point Aees not matter. The point that
requires explanation, and upon which mem-
hers opposite were asking for an explanation.
was that the zone system had heen contem-
plated and was then thrown up. What was
the reason? That question was not ans-
wered

Mr. Lambert: Do you attach any politieal
signifirance to the matter?

Mr. PILRKTNGTON: YNo. T believe the
thing to have heen honest, straight-forward
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and right, but I do complain that the Gov-
ernment threw a veil of mystery over it. [
feel keenly ahout the matter, although I am
not u Country party man or a Parmers and
Settlers’ Association man. 1 do, however,
firmly believe that this co-operative move-
ment in Western  Aupstralia  amongst the
farmers is a sound one. 1t is in faet a
sound form of private enterprise, and if the
Government would only keep their noses out
of it the thing will he a suecess, as it has
been a suceess clsewhere. If the Gavern-
ment put their noses into it, it will not be
a success. If the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
have been or are at any time unfairly fav-
oured by the Government, that will he the

cud of the co-operative movement, That
mwovement will  he damued for ever, and
rightly so. What I have said about the

Westralian Farmers, Ltd., is this, that I De-
licve that the transaction between them and
the Government was a perfectly straight-
forward, proper and right ome. T ecannot
put the position plainer than that. I be-
lieve that the only thing that was wrong
was that the Government allowed the tran-
saction to be surrounded by mystery, and
they have not given a clear explanation of
the surronnding fucts. [ am not suggesting
that there was anything wrong. On the con-
trary, T have suggested that everything was
right. What 1 say is that if any Govern-
ment try unfairly to assist any of these co-
operative concerns, the concern musk prove
a failure; that if this co-operative movement
telies upon the Government, sceks to be bols-
tered up with Government funds, it will
fail. I helieve in the co-operative move-
ment so long, and so long only, as it remains
a private enterprise, working out its own
salvation. I have heen endeavouring to ex-
plain why it is most important that the Gov-
ernment  should not present proper actions
in such a mysterious manuer as to make
those actions look wrong. The co-operative
movement will depend for its sueceess entirely
on working out its own salvation.

The Minister for Works: T say the action
of the Government has been straightforward
and above hoard.

Mr, PILKINGTON: 1T am afraid that the
Minister for Works, having been misunder-
gtrod by me, now seecks to get level by mis-
nnderstanding me.  There are certain mat.
ters upon which I should like to understand
the position of the Government. 1 have
tourhed upon those matters, and they amount
shortly to these: Do the CGovernment recog-
nige that the present rate of increase of the
annual deficit, if not checked, must land the
State in financial disaster? Do the Govern:
ment recognise that the propesals so  far
made by them to eheck such inerease, are
inadequate? Tf the Government do not re-
cognige that their proposals are inadequate,
will -the Government give the figures and
estimates showing how such proposals are
adequate? Do the Government believe they
can pnt the finances of the State on a
sound basis? Tf so, will the Government
state how they propose to do so, giving fig-
ures and estimates showing the expected re-
sults? Have the Government formulated
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any schemce for ddealing with the preseut
finuncial condition of the Railway Depart-
ment? If so, what is it? Arve the Govern-
ment in faveur of maintaining the State
trading concerns or not? [f the Government
do not kunow the answer to this last ques-
tion, will the Government sav so?

Mr. Munsie: The Premier ought to ask
Yuu to give notice of those questions.

Hon. P. Collier: They are very pertinent,
anyhow.

My. PILKINGTON: The Government huve
plenty of time in which to find the answers;
and, if they give satisfactory answers to
thesc questions, I shall be the most pleased
man in this House. I should like to cou-
clude by saying that if the Government will
tackle the gquestion of the finances vigor-
ously, they will find no firmer or mnore loyal
supporter in this Touse than myzelf, but
that if they refuse to do so—and I confess
that up to the present, with the exception,
perhaps, of the Cofonial Trensurer, they do
not appear te me to have done so—I am
honnd to be their epponent in this House.
For to me it is plain that any Government
who, in the present crisis, sit in office and
do not resolutely and purposefully deal with
the financial question, are in office for tue
benefit of themselves and not in the inter-
csts of the Siate.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [$.201: T am very
pleased that members of this House have made
an attempt to carry on the business of the
Stute by means of a National Government. Tt
is not the followers of the National Govern-
ment who are at fanlt—if anvone is at fanlt—
that the best men in this House are mot on
the Treasury bench or in the Cabinet. By
the expedient of an elective Ministry, mem-
bers on the Opposition side as well as members
on thig side had the opportunity of entrusting
Ministerial portfolios to the wen best guali-
fied to promote the intercsts of the whole of
the people of this State. Tt is a great pity,
therefore, as regards not only Western Aus-
tralia but alse the Commonwealth, that the
Oppesition have seen fit to stand aside. Tf
ever there was a time in the history of this
State and of the Comwmounwealth when all
parties shoull have joined hands for the up-
lifting of administration, this is the time,
during the war. Tor three years past many
members of this House have had that as an
objective, and if ought to have been carried
into effect. Let me point out that ne section
of the community ean reap advantage at the
expense of other sections without the whole
commnunity suffering. It i= not for me to-day
to plead for any particular section of our
comnunity. T merely point out that if one
of the three great sections of "Western Aus-
tralia suffers, the other two are hound to suffer
also. We canuot injure the industrial portion
of our community——say, by placing upon them
burdens greater than they can bear—iwithout
necessarily affecting primary energy and in-
dustrial energy and commercial energy. Three
separate strands cannot possibly bear as heavy
a weight as can the same three strands if
golidly combined in a rope. And never has
this State had to carry such a weight as it
has to carry to-day. We speak of reducing
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the deficit and of the Treasurer’s duty in that
connection, But is it possible for thiz State
to meect its current obligations while from
30,000 to 40,000 of its best and mnost energetie
citizens, wen from 15 to 45 years of age, are
away at the Front?

Hon. P. Collier: But an attempt can be
made to prevent the State from drifting.

Mr. HARRIRON: To that ewd we want the
ail of gentlemen of the ability of the hon.
member who has just interjected. The hon.
member had ihe opporiunity, but refused to
avidl himself of it: and it is not the fault
of this side of the Fouse if he is not on the
Treasury bench administering, If Western
Australia is to have the best that this tenth
Parliament can give the people, we must he
united in our efforts. TEven if the bhest of
our manhood were not away at the Fromt,
fhere would »till be the difficulty of meeting
our current indebtedness, because we have not
the outlet for our national energy—we have
not the ships needed to carry the product of
our energy to the markets of the world. It
was not my intention to make a speech to-
night. The leader of the Opposition declined
to make a speech. There is. however, one
specially important matier, one vitally import-
ant matter, which 1 desire to bring heforc
hon. members. T could not move the adjourn-
ment of the House, though T believe the matter
to he of such national weight as to warrant
a motion for the adjournment in order to
permit of its discussion. T refer te the posi-
tion of the primary industries, and especially
of agriculiure, relatively to the rabhit danger.
T am not geing from the sublime to the ridien-
laus. Before I sit down | shall endeavour ta
make hou, memhers renlise what the rabbit
question really means.  During the last 12
months the pest has develojed to an extent
not realised even hy the farmers themselves.
T want the Government to make every farmer
with even one rabhbit on his property realise

what the danger is. not only to himself,
but to the entire industry and to the
State. The Country party want the

Government to set to work imwediately dis-
tributing poisen all over Western Australin
to the vermin bhoards and roads hoards.
Every farmer should he made te realise how
much depends on his efforts in the first 14
days of February. During that fortnight
every farmer with a rabbit on his property
should he engaged on the destruction of that
rabbit. We must lhave concerted action.
rigght throughont every farm and every hold-
ing that earries a single rabbit. To-day ou
my property there are 20 rabhits where there
wias only one last yvear. Many farmers, in
many distriets, have lost hundreds of acres
of erop. We have it that numhers of these
farmers will not be able to continue, awd
this applies even to farmers whom the Tnidus-
tries Assistance Board are paving 9s. per dav
in order to keep them on their holdings.
Fven such men have heen compelled to leave
their properties on acenunt of the rabbhits,
Between the two fences the pest is now so
serious that nnless we all go to work simul-
taneonsly it cannot he checked. Some farin-
ers who to-day have a few rabhits an their
properties think it is a gond thing, and that
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they will he able to get & fow dinners off the
rabbits, and that it will not matter. To-day
they feel secure. But in the eourse of a
few weeks they will lose their next season's
crop by reason ol the rabbits. The period
suitable for successful poisoning is only short.
Every day lost betweon sow and the mididle
of Febrnary may mean the loss of many neres
of ¢rop next vear, That is where the serious-
ness and extreme wigeney of the matter lie. 1
sugpest that the Government should within
24 hours get into communication with the
various farming districts and centres, and
gend pat poison all over the State, 1 suggest,
further, that the farmers be advised through
the ‘“Government Guzeite’’ that they must
during, sav, the first 14 days of TFebruary
comply with the conditions of an Order-in-
Couneil to be issued in this connection by
the Minister for Lands. Unless these steps
are taken, we shall not get the farmers to
realise the scriousness of the position.

Mr. Maley: What about the rabbits on
Crown Jands?

Mr. HARRLSON: There is no guestion that
the Crown lands are the breeding grounds ot
the rabbits. But the rabbits congregate most
where the most suceulent feed is obtainable,
and the most succnlent feed is obtainable
where the farmer cultivates the Jand and
conserves the moisture, Throughout the salt
lake distriets, around the edges of the lakes,
there is succulent feed to-day. The attem-
tion of the Government should in the first in-
stance be directed to destroying the rabbits
where the succulent feed exists. Attention
should then be directed to the Government’s
own lands right throughount the State as far
as it can possibly he done. There are not only
the assets of the farmers to be considered,
but the assets of the Tadustries Assistance
Board, and the assets of the Agricultural
Bank; and, further, the interests of our rail-
wuy system are nlso menaced by the rabbit
pest.  1f how, memhers will go into the mutter
closely. and view it as it should be viewed,
they will realise the hinniediate seriousnass
of the position. T have risen in order to
bring the rabbit question before the House.
I want the Government to take the matter in
hard seriously without waiting even 24
hours, What arc we to do? Tt is up to every
one of us, no matter where he sits in this
ITouse, to do his level best for the State in
this danger. T do not agree with the views
expressed by the member for Perth (Mr
Pilkington} in regard to reducing the Educa-
tion Vnte. The one word for Western Aus.
tralia to-day js efficiency, in whatever direc-
tion we can attain it. The present expenditure
of the Education Vote may or may not be
the best expenditure in the interests of West-
ein Australia, but it is the very last vote we
slhould reduce if that reduction is going in
affeet efficiency. The losses whieh have re-
sulted from those who have gone to the front
and not returned will have to he made up hy
our hovs and girls; they will have to earry
the weight of what is ahead of us. Thev
will have to repav the whole of the military
expenditure which we have incurred, and
thev will have to do not only that but thev
will have to keep the wheels of industrv
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moving, aud they will have to bring up the
succeeding generation, and if we are to keep
vur place in the world’s markets, if we are
to remain cfficient, we cannot repudiate our
obligations; we shall have to provide for our
cirildren the best means wherchy they will be
able to maintain a state of officiency. We
must, therefore, not neglect our primary,
secondary and tcehnieai schools. We must
do for the children of Western Australia the
very utmost that is within our power, und
uot only in connection with edveation but in
all other matters as well. As I pointed out
three years ago, we want to modernise our
departments, but, as the member for Perth
declared, I am not herc to show how the dc-
partments are to be modernised. We have
brains in Western  Australia  capable ot
bringing about that improvement. An at-
tempt has been made to do that in connection
with some of our trading concerns, These
have been brought into line with the trading
concerns outside, and the nearer we get to
the suceessful methoads adopted elsewhere,
tite more efficient will those concerns become.
Tt has been stated that there is only one
method by which that ean be done, and it
is by the appointment of a board. 'We shounld
get away from jealousies which oxist,

Hen, T. Walker: Do you mean a board over
the whole public service?

Alr. HARRISON: T dare say that would he
a very good idea. T I remember correetly, T
nade a suggestion some years ago that a gen-
tleman from one of the hanking institutions
should be appointed to conduct snch an in-
vestigation into the serviee, and T pointed out
that his salary would be saved in no time.
The question of that expense wonld be nothing
at all in comparison to the wvltimate saving
whielt would be effected. T am told that cer-
tain departments impose charges against other
departments, whilst some dapartments do not
make a charge at all for services remlered.
Yet they reccive money from the Treasury.
How can we define the cost of government if
one department makes a charge and another
does not? T throw out the suggestion which
T have just made as a means of overcoming
the difficulty. We can also, by amalgamating
departments, get more cffective work done
without duplicating that work and bringing
about complieations as well. Tn that way also
we conld save money anl achteve hetter results.
T wonld be very glad if that question, too,
were tackled.  We should de more than to
preach eeonomy; we shonld practise it. Tn
this very Chamber we ask far too many ques-
tions arross the floor of the ¥Touse. Tf every
nnestion costs, in the aggregate, £10, members
shoulil sce the wisdom of economising in that
direction. 1'nless there is some matter which
is really important to the State as a whole,
and the answer to which is going to he of
henefit, a question should not be asked with
reference to it across the floor of this Cham-
her. T trust that this tenth Parliament of
WWestern Australia will leave its mark and that
we will get above trying to make politieal eapi-
tal out of the other side. The people are sick
and tired of this changing of policy after
poliey. TLet us rise ahove the prarctices of the
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past and o our hest for the State and Em-
pire,

Mr. GRIFFTITHS (York) [8.36]: It was
not my intention to speak on the Address-in-
reply; T was going to follow the good example
set by the leader of the Opposition beenuse T
felt, as he did, that it would be saving so much
of the country’s time and money. There are,
however, one or twe things which T desire to
bring under notice, but which should not take
more than ten minutes or a quarter of an hour.
We have had laid before us in the past the
policy of the Government I have the honour
to support.

Hon. T. Walker: Honour?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Honour. The fourth
paragraph in the Speeech refers to the
question of repatriation. We have been away
tfor two months engaged on the Referendum
campaign, and whilst T say that we as a State
ean congratulate ourselves upon the result of
our efforts, so far as the vete was concerned,
there has been a grievons disappointment to
many of us that the eall to supply reinforce.
ments for our men at the front has heen
turned down by the Eastern States.

Hon. T. Walker: That is not correct. Rein-
forecements and conseription are two different
things.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: T do not desire to intro-
duce anything of a controversial nature but
I would like to mention that I have letters in
my possesion from my mother who describes
to me the horrors of a Zeppelin raid over
Londan when she, with many others, was
forced to go into an underground tube and
remain there from 8.30 in the cvening until
2,30 next morning. In graphically deseribing
what took place, she mentioned that in going
out of the tube were to be seen mothers with
babies in arms and two or three children
Aracging behind, and it was common to hear
remarks such as this. ‘T hope to goodness
they have not been in our street.’’ Great
bardships were inflicted upon women and
¢hildren there. T have my son here now whao,
after nearly three years of service in  the
trenches, was attacked with trench fever and
only had 10 days’ leave when he was ordered
lack to the trench, only to he re-ordered back
to the hespital. Ts it small wonder that many
of us feel strongly the neglect of Australia to
supply reinforcements, so as to enable those
hrave men who have been fighting so long to
get that rest which they need so badly. Tad
the hon. member who interjected the experi-
ence of going home and finding it in ruins,
and perhaps his wife and ehildren amongst the
ruins, he would feel on this subjeet as strongly
as 1 do.

Mon, T. Walker: How o you know I have
not had it,

Mr, GRIFFTTHS: T am judging by the in-
terjection.

Ton., T. Walker: Ay interjection was that
vou were confusing the two things.

Mr. GRIFTITHS: T am not going to he
taken off the track. If we do not send en #o
assist those at the front, it is certainly up teo
us to do the best we can for them when they
return here. T am not going to deal with the
Nornalup Tnlet scheme, and in rezaed to the
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Riverton FEstate, T understand that has been
turnell down. The Subiace poultey farm has
been ddeali with at length by the member for
Albany but in that connection I would point
out that if we are going to have ponlizy farm-
ers it should he remembered thiot. in this tcwn
to-day, egps arc being sold at TlAd. a douen,
in contrast with ls. 9d4. and ls. 10d. 2t other
times. We are suoffering under disabilities
which other countries have experienced when
establishing industries of this sort, and we
should provide cool storage. T have asked u
question with regard to cool storage, and it is
not only egps that we have to think about but
the increase of stock in the ncar future. The
Ciovernment will shortly be approached in re-
gard to a eertain proposition which is going
to be put forward on the subject of cool stor-
age and the method of handling. With regard
to the Butcher estate at Beverley, one has not
heard anything about it so f£ar, but I believe
the member for Beverley will have something
to say in regarl to it. We have a fine arca of
TJand there which was purchased by the Gov-
ernment some time back. It is within reason-
able distance of the railway line and is on the
hanks of the Avon, and also no great distance
from the metropolis. In July, 1916, we were
told by the them Minister for Works that it
was the policy of the Government to cut up
the Yandanookna estate, that it was intended
to extend scttlement blocks at Harvey, Bridge-
town, Mount Barker and the fertile gullies of
the Darling Ranges, and that it was also pro-
pesed te train returned soldiers as poultry
farmers, vignerons, and orchardists, while for
those who knew nothing at all about such
things, arrangements would be made whereby
they would be trained at technical and other
schools. What T want to know is whether that
policy has heen earried out and, if so, to what
extent. T understand that the matter has
already been placed before the Minister for
Fduecation and the Attorney General, T would
like to read a paragraph to show what is
hring done in connection with repatriation
Canada.

Mr. Green: I notice you have been getting
a lot of correspondence from there lately.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: That correspondence
points to the direction in which we should de-
vote our cnergies. A select committee was
appointed in Canada to inquire inte the con-
dition of the returned soldiers and it was felt
that they were not being attended to in the
manner that was expected. The result of the
inquiry was laid before the Fouse of Commons
in Ottawa, and it was shown that it came out
in evidence that there had heen appointed a
Dominiens military hospital commission, which,
aeting in conjunction with the Soldlers’ Aid
rommission, and the FEducation Department,
had brought about what T am going to read.
T have alreads laid this hefore the Minister
for Fducation and the Attorner General, and
it is as well for the House to hear it. Whether
there is anything in it or not is for members

to say.
The Attorney General: It is very valuable
information; vou read it to the House.

AMr. GRIFFITHS :The member for Albanv
(Mr. H. Robinson) has said that he is quite
willing to offer his services to the Government
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in whatever capacity he ean be of use, and
T am not only willing to offer any small ability
that I bave to the Government, but T am will-
ing to give them ali the work which I have
done and the information which I bave gath-
ered, and which I am told by the Attorney
General is valuable, The extraect which T wish
to read is as follows:—

By an Act of the Legislature,
diers’ Aid Commission of Ontario was
empowered to provide specially for the
vocational edueation of returned soldiers.
The Commission has appointed Mr. W. W,
Nichol as vocational officer to take charge
of this department of voeational edunecation.
He is working in harmony with the Do-
minions Military Hospitals Commisgion, and
the Ontario Department of Edueation. He
is studying the needs of the men in the
military convalescent hospitals and is mak-
ing provision to mect those needs either
through individual or class instruction in
the hospitaly themselves or through attend-
ance at classes in commercial, technieal, or
other schools already established. Roughly,
the work undertaken may be classified under
the following heads:—(1) Eduecation in
elementary and commercial subjects and
light shop work in wood and metal under-
taken by convaleseent patients for thera-
peutic reasons. (2) Education for convales-
eent patients for umprovement in academie,
eommercial, and industrial branches. (3)
Re-edneation for goldiers so disabled by
their military service that they cannot re-
turn to their former vocations. Suck men
are given training for mnew occupations
suited to their condition and capacity,

There are four centres in which hospital schools
have heen started. In Toronto schools have
been started in eonnection with hospitals, and
in addition to the hospital classes the techni-
cal schools are made free for the use of the
soldiers. Tn Hamilton elementary ard com-
mercial instruction is given in a classroom
in the convalescent hospital, and soldiers
attend the Hamilton technical school for in-
struction in mechdnieal drawing, machine shop
praetice, workshop mathematics, and elec-
tricitv. Tn Ottawa all instruction is given
in the hospital elasses, and in London classes
are formed in the convalescent hospitals for
instruetion in elementary and commereial sub-
jects and soldiers attend the London industrial
school for instrunction in mans subjects. At
the end of January, 1917, 454 retorned sol-
diers enrolled in the various vacational clnsses
in military convaleseent hospitals throughont:
the province. This particvlar phase of the
question T emphasise, and whilst T adwmit a
great deal is being done, T helieve the gentle-
men controlling the department here are mak-
ing special efforts to deal with the question.
Fven from a health point of view it is o mafter
of importance. It assists these men to recover.
The health authorities and the doctors have
reported that the reading of these subjects has
heen of assistance to these soldiers in recover-
ing. Tnstead of the men reading light litera-
ture, they have something fo occupy their
attention and it helps them along. T have
ventilated what T intended in connection with
this question. Before T sit down T zhonld like

the Sol-
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to mention a matter on which the Attorney
General has been very aective. 1 refer to our
natural resources. The platform of the National
party includes developmental research, I do
not wizh to dwell at length on that particular
phase of the matter, but apart from our ex-
ports of what we produce there are many
things whicl, as the Attorney General has
recently very pointedly advoeated, the utilisa-
tion of many things which might be taken
in hand.  Although we have a committee with
whom we have shelved the responsibility for

the time being, as it were, still if we
take an interost in  researech and the
utilisation of our natural resources

we shall be doing something. The Agricul-
tura! Commission recently reported that in
this State np to the cnd of June last year
£1,202,390 worth of products were imported,
which we could have produced in our agricul-
tural areas. It is time we woke up and Aid
somoething. T wish to say a word or two in
regard to dispensing with the services of ex-
perts in this State. Tn regard to the aboli-
tion of the office of Dr. Stoward, a mistake
has been made. As has been pointed out, Dr.
Stoward knew a great deal in regard to
poison plants. He knew more than anyone
in the Commonwealth, and T think a mistake
was made in alispensing with a man of his
ahility, As far as Dr. Stoward is concerned,
it has been a good move, because he is likely
to get a much higher appointment with the
Commonwealth  Government, who knrow a
gooad man when they see him. Tn the matter
of dispensing with Mr. Connor, I should like
to say that I think an error has heen made.
Last year we imported in jams, jellies, cur-
rants and raisins, and in bran, lard, eggs,
butter, cheese, and milk £882170 worth,
and T think Mr. Connor was doing pood
work and assisting in  the production of
these goods in this State. T have heard con-
flicting reports about his ability, but the
little experience I have had in taking him
aroand the country and from what I have
heavd from people who knew him in Vietoria,
he is a man of practical expericnce. People
have sajid that he is not a praetical man,
but from listening to his lectures he appeared
to be very practical. The only fault T had
to fiud was that he was a little long-winded
in his lectures, but T put that down te his
enthusiasm. A final word in regard to the
reorganisation of the serviee, and the matter
of economy. When the Government bring
forward their proposals no doubt something
* will be said in regard to the housing of the
publie service, Tt is extraordinary the man-
ner in which the public offices are dotted over
the ¢ity. We have the Public Works De-
partment just Delow this buildirg. Then
there is the vacated Edueation Department
building, and a house has been taken at a
rental of £330 a year to accommodate the
officers of the Education Department. Com-
ing to the AMP. Society building, the Gov-
ernment pay a rental of £1,020 for offices
there. The previous Goverument threw np a
ninc-months™ lense of offices in Ewnannel’s
Buildings to take the offices in the AMD.
Buildings. Then there is the Public Service
Commisgioner’s office, for which £300 per
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annutn is paid.  Then we eome to what |
call a rab¥it warren at the GI.0. We have
there a place eminently adapted for loafing.
It is filled with narrow passages aml tortu-
ous ways. Then there is the Agrieultural
Department across the road in St. George's-
terrace, and there are buildings in Tewin-
street, but I think they have now heen cur-

tailed. It used to be the Lahour Bureau.
Then in Hay-strect there is fhe Mines De-
partment. The Charities Department is

housed in n building in Murray-street, where
is also situated the Coloninl Sceretarv’s
Office. Tf a person wishes to pay his water
riate he ean go to the end of James-streect,
and then along Wellington-street to the Tax-
ation Department. The Forestry Depart-
ment is in Cathedral.avenue. As a man
pointed out to me the other day, one requires
a Dblack tracker and a map to find some of
the departments in this city. No doubt mem-
bers will ask what [ propose should he done, T
say that the serviee ghoukl be housed in wadern
buildings built on modern lines, with il
the departments open for pablic inspection.
Someone interjceted that | would spend over
£200,000 or £300,000 on public oflices, but we
have the Federal Department vacating the
Post Office building in a very short time he-
eanse the new post nffice is nearing comple-
tioi, and then we shall have to take over the
old post office. T am sure the Treasurer
would be able te finance offices with a very
little expenditure. T shall not detain the
Hounse longer. Tt is up to us to do what we
wan to develop our resources. The adviee
of the Scienee Advisory Committee should be
fellowed, and we shonld assist the Govers-
ment by oll the means in our power, The
member for Albany has offered to give what
assistance he can to the Government. Every
mcmber of the House can make himseif a
sort of vigilanee committee by giving the
Advisory Commitéee any information that
he has in his possession. T have been able
to lay before the Colonial Treasurer certain
facts which T hope will be of assistance to
him. There is & road 30 miles long which
has been duplicated at Baandee. Enough
money has been spent over that road in duap-
licating it so that one con go up the eastern
sile to Baandee and then go to Kunvnoppin
if ome wants to ehange by going down on
the western track.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.U]:  Prolh-
ably there are very few members who, when
on the hustings, did not give some inlication
of what actuated them in sceking the suf-
frages of the clectors. Two of the reasons
to which I attribute my appearance in the
House are, firstly, the desire to win the war,
and, secondly. a preper seheme of vepatrin-
tion. Hepatriation is a subjeet we have in
consider very seriously, because it represents
promises we gave to those men who have
vone to take the responsibility of fighting
our hattles. T regret that T should have to
spenk to-night, beeaunse there are  several
questions to Ministers, notice of which T gave
to-day, and to which T would have liked an-
swers before nddressing myself to the Honsc.
Tn respect of vepatriation T have previonsly
asked several questions of DMinisters, the
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veplies to which, I regret to say, were not at
all satisfactory to me; und if not satisfactory
te me, not vitally interested in those ques-
tions, how can they be satisfactory to tbose
men to whom we held out repatriation as an
inducement to go and fight our battles? In
oue guestive [ asked the Minister in charge
what provision had been made in respect ot
the industrial phase of repatriation; and the
reply was to the effcet that nothing had been
dose in regard to the indusbrial and general
aspect of that iwmportant question. We are
now in the fourth year of the war, and at
the date when the first soldiers left our
shores it became incumbent on the Minister
in charge to deal with the guestion of ways
and eans of providing for returned soldiers;
yet to-duy the Minister tells us that nothing
has been done.

The Attoruey General: Who was the Minis-
ter?

Mr. PICKERING: The hon. member ve.
plied to the question; he had control ot it
at that time, ‘Then, when we come to the
land aspect of repatriation, I would ask any-
otie who bus seen the scheme formulated by
the Minister to say it he thinks there is iu
thut scheme any advantage over the induce-
ments for land settlement held out to ordi-
nary immigrants. [ have looked very care:
fully through the Minister’s scheme, and
fonnd only one advantage to the returned
goldier, namely, that he is to get his mouvy
at a lower rate of interest when he first goes
on the land. The rute he will be asked to
pay is 31% per cent., which will be increasenl
by one half per cent. per annum until it at-
tains the normal rate of interest. Is that the
proper way in which to deal with the ques-
tion? 1 have asked for a return showing
the land being made available for these sol-
dier settlers, but that return has not yet
been laid on the Table. If the idea of the
Governminent is to use the returned soldiers
as a meaus of developing unimproved coun-
try, it is avn iniquitous proposition; because
anyone whe has taken up virgin country in
the remoter areas knows the heart-breaking
task awaiting such settlers. The House
should be ashamed of such a proposition. At
a provious sitting I asked would fhe Minister
in charge be prepared to consider the advis-
ability of making a 30 per ccnt, free grant
ot the loan of £500 suggested as a basis of
the scheme, The answer was that the money
was finaneed by the Commonwealth, that the
State was not able to finance it. I think a
fitting reward for the returned men would
be to give them that special coneession under
the conditions I laid down in thc question I
submitted to the Minister. If the Commoun-
wealth Government cannot find it in their
liparts to treat these men generously, it is
up to the State Government to try to evolve
sume means of coming to their assistance, At
least it should be possible for the State to
give to the returned soldiers the land at the
expiration of a period of occupancy, and on
the completion of certain specified improve-
ments. If the Minister in charge is not
broad-minded enough to grasp that view, ke
falls very much short of the estimate in
whiech T have held him, There bave been
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several sugegstions as to the elass or les-
eription of land to be made available to 1e-
tarned soldiers and sailors, One is that agri-
cultural properties which have hren abuu-
doned should be included. But there must
be somne reason why those properties were
abandoned, and I contend that in the
majority of instances they were aban-
doned because the men who helil them found
it impossible to make a living on them,

The Attorney General: Returned soldiers
are not being placed on such properties.

[Mr, Stabbs took the Chair]

Mr, PICKERING: Again, there are cer-
tain regulations under which the operations
of the Agricultural Bank are conducted, 1
belicve it will be necessary to amend the
Aet governing the bank in order to make
the more desirable of these abuandoned pro-
perties attractive to veturned soldiers and
sailors, Tor instance, I believe the Agricul-
tural Bank cannot wipe out any accumula-
tivn of iuterest or any loans on a property.
It would be ubsurd to ask soldiers to take
up properties heavily burdened by debt, or
properties the impirovements on which hadl
lapsed.

The Attornes General: We are not asking
them to do so.

Mr, PICKERING: There is nothing in the
scheme to Suggest anyvthing to the contrary.
When reading this proposed seheme it seemed
to me that the interests of the returned soi-
diers and sailors had not been conserved at
all; the idea scemed rather tuv cvonserve the
interests of the State Government and of the
property offered to the  returned  soldiers.
There are in the scheme numerons safeguards
protecting the Government, while one van
search in vain for provisions devised in the
interests of the men. One of the main things
that should actuate the CGovernment in the
drafting of sueh a scheme is the interests or
the men themselves, T am strongly opposed
to the sending of any of these returned men
to remote distriets. Personally, T think the

only land that sheuldd be made avail-
able for returnedd soldivrs and
sailors is the best land the State

has at its disposal in juxtaposition to existing
railway lines. There should be no element of
doubt as to the possibility of any of these
settlers making good on the land, provided
he is a hona fide earnest worker. We have
hal before us a Utopian suggestion known
a5 the Riverton scheme. With the member
for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) I was shown over
a portion of the Riverton estate, and together
we arrived at the conelusion that so much of
it as we saw was not fit to be recommended
for settlement by returned soldiers. T refer
exclusively to the portion of the estate which
T saw, Tt seems to me that the scheme
enunciated by Lieutenant Williams bhad its
origin in unjustifiable optimism. Every Ilot
occupied by a returned solidier or sailor should
have within itself the possibilities of his mak-
ing good, whereas a block of the Riverten
estate would be far teo heavily loaded.

Hon. W. C. Angwin; Why is the land unfit
for the purpose?
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Alr. PICKERING: Becanse it is not good
enough.

Hon, W. €. Angwin:
there is pretty good.

Mr. PICKERING: I have had considerable
experience of land of that nature, and I say
that what I saw of the estate is worthless.
There may be good land there, but T (did not
see it,

Mon. I*. Collier: Did the hon, member view
the land from a launch on the river®

Mr. PICKERING: No, T landed and went
over a portion of the estate.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Somc of the settlers
there are making £600 a year.

Mr, PICKERING: I am speaking from my
own personal knowledge of sueh land. I
Janded at Toint Henry and crossed over the
sand hills on to some plains behind it. 1
went some three-quarters of a mile through
that esiate, and what I saw wag quite enongh,
T muost say that T was told it was the worst
part of the estate. Recently at Harvey I saw
an area being cleared for the settlement of
soldiers, The distriet is a first class one, and
I am told that a portion of it held by the
Government constitutes the best in the dis-
triect. But that particular land has not been
thrown open for the soldiers.

The Attarney General: All
is available for soldiers.

Mr. PICKERING: The area already cut up
is, I can say from my own knowledge, some
of the worst in the distriet. Tf that is the
spirit actuating those in charge of this seheme,
it iz altogether a wrong one and inimieal to
the best interests of the soldiers. Still on
the subject of repatriation, we come to the
question of boards. In the scheme we find the
names of certain gentlemen appointed to the
boards {dealing with the returned soldiers. One
of the «questions I asked the Minister
was, would he favourably consider the
placing on the hoard of a mnominee of
the TParmers and Seftlers' Association,
The answer the Minister gave was en-
tirely unsatisfaetory, and even evasive.
We find that the board consisted of Mr. F. 5.
Brockman, the Surveyor General, now deceased,
Mr. ¢. E. Lane Poole, Mr. C. G. Morris, Mr.
A. G, Hewby, Mr. G. L. Sutton, and Mr. T.F.
Moody, and Mr. J. M. B, Connor bhoth of
whom have now heen retrenched.

The Attorney General: You oaght te read
your paper. That board went out of existence
a month ago.

Mr. PICKERING: Then the Minister should
have considered the guestion I placed before
him of putting a practical man upon the board
from the Farmers and Settlers' Association.

Tlon. W. C. Angwin: All the practical meu
are not in that association.

Mr. PICKERING: At all events we are
certain of finding a man in that association
whe is fully competent to deal with the sol-
diers and sailors settlement scheme. On an-
other board we have Mr. John Rohinson, Mr,
A. MeLarty, and Major .J. T. Milner. Major
Milner is a member of the Returned Soldicrs’
Association, Mr. MeLarty is assistant general
manager of the Agriecultural Bank and a mem-
bher of the Industries Assistance Board, and

The stuff grown out

the land there

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Robinson is doun
farmer.

Hon, W. . Angwin: Aud a good man, teo.

Mr. PICKERING: [ do not know anything
about the other two wen from a farming
point of view, but first and foremost they are
Goverument officials, On a board of this na-
ture there is at least room for a
representative of a reputable body such
as the TFarmers and Settlers’ Associa-
tion, I am at a loss to understand
why the Minister shoud decline sneh a
reasonable request, Whilst T am a member of
this Chamber I am going to watch very closely
the repatriation scheme, It is the duty of the
Minister to see that every endeavour is used
to have investigations made as to the best
jMaces available for the settlement of our re-
turned soldiers and sailors. Every distriet
should have an opportunity of offering of its
Iest for this purpose and every district should
be served fairly. With regard to the south-
west portion of the State, T should like to draw
attention to part of the Premier's policy
gpeech which reads—

While in past years the energies of all
Governments have heen devoted to encour-
aging secttlement and fostering pmduction n
the wheat-growing areas last year’s crop of
over 18,000,000 bushels of wheat has amply
1ust1ﬁed the energy and ecapital expended.
We now feel that the time has arrived when
our attention shonld be more closely directed
to and centered upon the development of the
South-West, that fair province in which we
have, with an assured rainfall, an area
larger than the whole of Vietoria, a soil rich
amd productive, and a eclimate second to
none in Australia. While the appearance of
past neglect may be a matter for some re-
gret, it is {he intenfion of my Government
to devote its energies in the direction of
bringing about closer settlement and in-
tense culture.

What has been the snbsequent action of the
Government with regard to the South-West?

The Premier: The people are not here yet.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And are not likely to
be for a while.

Mr. PICKERING: The policy of the Gov-
ernment has heen that of retrenching the men
who were appointed in order to develop the
South-West and to fill their positions with a
wheat expert.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
point.

Mr. PICKERING: Mr. Sutton, the wheat
expert, may be an exeellent man in connection
with wheat, but I defy any one man to he
everything, though he may think that of him-
self.  As the Governmeni have dispensed with
the services of Mr. Connor and Mr. Moody
their positions should be filled by men whom
the Government may deem to be better fitted
for them than those whose servicez they have
just dispensed with. T asked a question this
afternoon with regard to the Busselton butter
factory, which iz one of the oldest established
hutter factories in Western Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They used to have a
lot of Victorian butter boxes down there.

Mr. PTCKERTNG: That may have been so
in the past but it is not the case to-day. This

Pt as a practical

That is right to the
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factoiv has been stroggling along for many
years, and until the Labhour Goverument took
the question in hand the factory was languish-
ing. When, however, Mr. W, I). Johnson took
control of the department connected with the
hutter-making jndustry, the tide changed and
prosperity came in, and the factory began to
go alead by leaps and bounds. What do we
find i3 the attitude of the Honorary Minister
(Hon. C. F. Baxter)? 1f the statement which
I placed before the House to-day in the form
of a question is true, the Honorary Minister
contemplates shutting down this factory. Mr,
Baxter may be an excellent man ia conneetion
with wheat, a matter which T do not pretend
to wnderstand myself.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Hec appears to have a
very poor judgment on that matter judging
from what he said the other day.

Mr. PICKERING: He has shown that he
knows nothing whatever about buiter or bacon
factories, and if it is his intention to close
down these factories 1 am very much against
him.

Hon. P. Collier: They pulled his leg in
Bunbnry.
Mr. PICKERING: I should like to knmow

who did the leg pulling. From the figures I
gave to the House, there appears to be every
indication that the butter industry is improv-
ing in the South-West. Seeing that the Pre-
mier prefaced his policy speech by the words
‘‘produce, produce, produce’’ we surely expect
the Government, of which he is the head, to
help us in our endeavour to produce, and not
to check us with the threat of shutting dowm
such works as the Busselton butter factory.
With regard to the Brunswick State farm an.l
the grubhing of the orchard, the Honorary
Minister (Mr. Wilimott) claims to he a prae-
tical orchardist, and to know something about
the growing of fruit for profit. I do not
know anything ahout his knowledge as an
orchardist, and do not ¢laim to he an expert
myself. There is no doubt, however, that he-
fore such a step as grubbing this orchard was
taken the Monorary Minister should have
given the members representing that part of
the State an opportunity of expressing their
views upon such an important (uasvion.
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Mr. Grasby settled
that all right.

Mr, PICKERING: My, Grashy is not infal-
lible. We have seen a great deal of corres-
pondence in the Press with regard to the
Brunswick nrehard, and the remarks which
have appeared in the newspapers condemning
the hasty and ill-considered action of the
Honorary Minister were well merited. T de
not know what the orchard has cost, and put
the question T did to-day in the hope of get-
ting this information. It is evident, however.
that the orchard was laid down at eonsiderable
cost, I have the views of expert fruit men
who told me that they saw the orchard a few
months ago, and that it was showing great
prospeets of ultimate profitable development,
| asked whether the disease ‘‘die-back’’ affect-
ing the trees in the orchard was peenliar to
the Broaswick area. I know, however, that it
is not peenliar to that area, and that the pre-
sence of such a disease gives no justification
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for the grublbing of an orchard. Ii the State
is to be depleted of an asset of such a valu-
able nature as this orchard without the
approval of the members of the districts con-
cerned, or the knowledge of the House, then
it is o matter for grave condemnation. I he-
lieve that the orchard was planted 434 to 514
years ago, and that there was every indication
of its coming into early profitable bearing.
I asked the question whether the Honorary
Minister had considered any alternative for
grubbing the orchard, but I am still awaiting
an answer. [ also asked whether he had con-
sidered if the orchard could be leased at a
profit. We have had the statement in the
paper that it covld have beei leased for £30¢
a year, [Ff it had been leased for nothing it
woulid have been a good thing for the State,
because such conditions eould have been at-
tached to the lease as would bave meant the
proper control and maintenance of the orchard.
The Government have spent a great deal of
money in obtaining every kind of fruit tree
imaginable with which to furnish the orchard,
cven going to the length of bringing trees from
France in order to establish there different
varicties to serve as a demonstration as to
what trees were most profitable. The Honor-
ary Minister condemned Mr. Moody beeanse
he treated the whole of the orchard in the
same manner. In my opinion that is the more
to Mr. Moody’s credit, because if he had
treated different parts of the orchard in a
different manner from other parts, we should
not have had established a knowledge as to
what were the hest trees for the distriet.

Hon. W_ C. Angwin: Do you not think there
is something political in this?

Mr. PICKERING: I should not like to say
what my rcal thonghts are in this matter.
One thing T believe is certain, and that is
that when a man gets a portfolio he also gets
a swelled head.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: In some instances,

Mr. PICKERING: Yes. No Honorary Min-
ister should have it in his power to destroy
an orchard of 40 acres without first consult-
ing his Government. We are led io believe
that he went down there. and before leaving
set men on to grub the orchard. That is a

disgrace to the State. Here is a valu-
able experiment destroyed at one fell
swoop by an Henorary Minister, and
that is certainly not as it should Dhe
I now eceome to the question of the
railwars as affecting the South-West.
T  have introduced deputations to the
HMonorary Minister in that conncetion. We

have suffered from a depleted railway service
and are now threatened with inereased rail-
way freights. How are we to develop this
country if the railway service is to he de-
ercased. and freights are demanded which
thoge engaged in industries along the rail-
ways cannot afford to pay? The Honorary
Minister said he would be glad of advice.
He has had the advice of the “*West Austra-
lian,” and adviee from the Farmers and Set-
tlers® Association and many other sources,
and that adviee is to cffect the transference
of the sinking fund and interest of the rajl-
wavs to Conselidated Revenue. Consolidated
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revenue is practically non-existent, but there
are means of raising money by an unimproved
land tax or by ipereasing the income tax, or
both, for fhe purpose of finding money for
consolidated revenue. If the railways are to
be treated as they should be in a broad-
minded manner the Commissioner must be
given an opportunity of running them on a
broad basis. He must, of course, make them
pay, and if he is not able to transfer the in-
cidence of sinking fund and interest the only
thing left for him to do is to cut down the
service and put up the freights.

Hou, W, C. Angwin: During the holidays
matters were in a disgraceful condition on
the Busselton lina.

Mr. PICKERING: That is so. Wemen and
¢hildren were crammed into the carriages in
a disgraceful manner, and there was no pro-
per lavatory accommodation for them. This
state of things was commented upoa by Mr.
Justice Northmore and the Pelice Magistrate
of Perth. The service on the Boyanup-Bus-
selton line has certainly justified ap inerease
in the number of traing, but in spite of my
coutinualiy bringing this question before the
Minister for Railways on every conceivable
oeeasion I can get no satisfaetion. I want
the trains to be shown on the time tables,
and not to be run withont anyone having
the opportunity of knowing that they are
runuing. Reasonable facilities should be
afforded to the farmers to profit by the sum-
mer trade, and to get their products to mar-
ket at the lowest possible freights. L hope
that when the quesiion comes up on the
Estimates hon. members will see thak no
iniquitous propesition is authorised. Touch-
ing briefly on the finances, I agree with other
members who have spoken to-night that this
House is faced with the biggest responsi-
bility that has ever fallen on any Parliament
of this State. T am confilent that every
member has at heart the interests of the
State from a financial point of view, Vari-
ous hon. members have spoken on the finan-
¢ial question, but none has thrown out any
valuable suggestion for the use of Minis-
ters. I, as a new member, and as a member
ropresentiog a country district, am, perbaps.
not in a position to offer many, if any, sug-
gestions. But 1 feel sure that the comhined
wiadom of the House will, in the c¢ourse of
time, evolve some means by which we shail
remedy the finances and bring down the de-
fieit. Tt is our hounden duty to do so. We
must recognise that we are living in ab-
normal times, and that we must cut our coats
according to our measure. It is no wuse
thinking that we ecan to.day live as extrava-
gantly as we did in the day of plenty. We
nust reduce our expenses and simplify our
modes of living. T feel certain the Govern-
ment will have the cordial support of every
member when the question of finanee comes
kefore the House, If only the Government
are reasonable in dealing with the various
questions, the support they will get will he
such as to assist them to remedy the position.
I am not going, like the memher for Gas-
coyne (Mr. Angelo), to offer my gervices to
the Treasurer.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P, Collier: You might offer your ser-
vices to the Honorary Minister controlling
the Agricultural Departmeut,

Mr. PICEERING: Perhaps 1 could do so
with advantage to that department.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Capning} [9.33]: [ think the mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) is not quite
aware of the exact position which this State
finds itself in with regard to the repatriation
question. We as a State are not c¢harged
with the whole of the industrial and social
side of the repatriation work, X often think
I wish we were; but the point I wish to
make clear to the hon. member is that the
Commonwealth Government thewmselves have
undertaken to look after the repatriation of
our soldiers and sailors, leaving to the vap-
ious States only the settlement on the Iand
of returned soldiers and sailors. So that what
one might eall the industrial side—which,
by the way, we might well undertake in this
State—is at present a function carried ong
by the War Couneil, pending the appoint-
ment under the Commonwealth Repatriation
Act of a committee referred to in  that
measure.

Mr. Piekering: What is being done in the
meantime?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Repeated
statements have been made on that point
by the War Council. These statements have
appeared so frequently in the public Press,
that T am surprised the hon. member is not
aware of the position. About a fortnight
ago the War Ceouncil published a statement
showing the number of men they had settled
in industrial porsoits. Speaking from mem-
ory, out of 1,432 applicants lhey had sot-
tled 1,380, leaving ouly about 40 or 30 re-
maining to bhe provided with positions.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: But a lot of those
men have been out of employment again,

The ATTORNEY GENERAT.: I am per-
sonally aware of a case where the War Coun-
¢il have found a particular map—I could
give the name and the address—four differ-
ent billets; and the last billet he was in I
know he might have had for months, or even
to the present day, had he chosen. I agree
with the mamber for Sussex that the pro-
vision which this State is able to make for
the returned soldier to go on the land is
inadequate to fulfil what I censider, and
what the hon. member considers, to be due
to men who have made so great saerifices
for us. But the question is one of ways and
means. T myself would love to deal with
every returned soldier wanting to go back
on the farm, so freely that it would be his
tor ever, I would love to give him a cowm-
peteney.  Let hon. members only furnish
the Government with the neecessary funds.
Perhaps some of the Tearned gentlemen who
have speken to-night will find the funds.
Then the Government will do the rest.

Houn, W. C. Angwin: Tt is for the Gov-
ornment to hring down a proposition.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: How can
the CGovernment find four millions? Tt is
ridientous. T do not seec how the funds can
be obtained. There is no Government in
Australia eould finanee such a scheme. No
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Australinn State is providing a more liberal
scheme for its soldiers than that of West-

ern Australia. I am familiar with Eastern
States, New  Zealand, and Capadian
scheomes, and not one of them does morz
than we are doing.

Hoa. I°. Collier: The Qucensland Govern-
ment are doing move for the returped sol-
dier than any other Government.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is a mat-
ter of opporiunity. But, as a matter of fact,
when we come to unalyse what has been
Aone in Western Australia for returned men,
it must be owned that we have done well.

Hon, P. Collier: Bat we have done noth-
ing of a permanent vature. I do not blame
the Government. [t is the fault of the Com-
monwealth for not finding the money.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T wish teo
illustrate the scttiement side as  distinet
from the industrial side. T am Minister for
Industries, and T do not wish to be blamed
for not having settled these men in indus-
trial pursuits. T have no more to do with

that than has the member for Sussex,
Again, the mcmber for Sussex mentioned
abandoned properties. Properties are

¢lassedd as abandoned for many reasons. If
thev are abandoned for the reason of worth-
lessness, they are worthless, and the deparg-
ment would not give them to anybody. But
there is many and many a property to-day
in the hands of the Agriecnltural Bank solely
hecause the man owning it went straight
into the firing line and handed the property
over to the bhank.

Mr. H. Robinson: You ought to keep it for
him. It ts your duty to do so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAT: Tt is all
very well to say that. T ean give the names
and positions of numhers of farms which
have been thrown on the hands of the In-
dustries Assistance Board and the Agricul-
tural Bank, where it is impossible to get
anybody to look after them. Such an in-
stance as I am now about to give is quite a
common one—7T could furnish the name and
address. A particelar farmer was indebted
to the Tndustries Assistance Board but was
in gnite a good position. He decided to go
to the war, and went into camp. He did
not tell the hoard anything about this, but
made arrnangements with 2 neighbour to look
after his farm in his absence on particular
terms. He reported to the board accordingly.
After he had gone an inspector went in the
ordinary way to see what was being done
om the farm. The neighbour told the in-
speetor. ‘T undertook to keep an eye np
the farm. but T cannot find the time to do
it, and T am not going to do it.”! And he
did not de it. Now, that farm is quite a
gond one, and there are many such.

Mr. Tickering: Are vou going to forfeit
that farn?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
farms have been forfeited. They are what is
called abandoned. They are what the mem-
ber for Sussex ecalls abandoned. In many
cases, where a farm which has onlv been
taken up for a short time is let go,
or abandoned, or the owner leaves it for, sav.
a couple of years, the suekers and secrub will

No such
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grow up to such an extent that the tand will
cost almost as much to clear as in the first in-
stance. In such cases—and there are many
such cases—it is suvely better to give the
returned soldier who had the farm originally,
his choice of going on to another property.
And that is being done. Properties whiech 1
prefer to call Agricultural Bank properties,
and which are good, and there are many ot
them, are being taken up again by other
settlers, or by rcturned soldiers, T published
the figures last week, and I think I am right
in suying that eleven have been taken up by
soldiers after inspection, and that negotia-
tions are procceding in respect of eleven
similar properties which are now being in-
spected.  Additional negotiutions are pend-
ing for 30 or 40 other propertics. So that
consideration has been given to returned sol-
dices a3 regards farins, One other thing 1
wish to say in connecbion with repatbriation,
Two or three hon. members seem to have got
it into their minds that returned soldiers
have to run the gauntlet of several boards.

AMr, . Robinson: So they have; two
hoards.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1f ordinavy
members kuow morve about the subject than
I as Minister do, T had better sit down. There
are not two hoards. Hon members might
as well say that Queen Anne is not dead.
Two months age there were two boards, The
reason there were two boards was this: We
wanted one beard to deal with the qualifi-
cation pure and simple of the soldier. That
should be a small board, containing a prae-
tical farmer, such as John Robinsen, a re-
turned soldier, such as Major Milner, and a
member of the Industries Assistance Board,
who would, of course, be a farming man, too,
Mr. MeLarty. That was a very good board,
and a better one could not be found in the
country, The function of this qualification
hoard, as it was called, was to see that the
men to whom advances were to be made,
who were to be placed on the farms, under-
stood the business of farming. For it would
be the most foolish thing ever doue to place
a soldier on a farm away in the country if he
did not know anything about farming. That
wonld be the most expensive way in the world
to teach him.  Therefore, only such men
were placed on farms as passed that board.
Then wc had another board called the land
board. The objeet of that hoard—they were
only in existence for about six or seven
weoeeks—was indeed s good one. It was im-
possible for Ministers new {o office to ascer-
tain within a few minutes in the vast ramifi-
cations of the Government departments, ali
the lands that were available and suitable
for soldier settlement. So as to avoid the
passing of applications from one department
to another, say, from the Lands Department
to the Forestry Department for the purpose
of ascertaining if the latter had any ob-
jretion, or to the Works Department in order
te ascertain whether there was any objection
from a water supply point of view, and so
on—I conceived the idea, which was approved
by Cabinet, of having an expert officer from
each one of these departments, half a dozen
in all, and letting them, in conjunction with
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the Surveyor General and the oflicers of the
Lands Department, go through all the Gov-
ernment lands available for settlement, clas-
gify them, and decide on those which were
suitable for soldier sctlement, The soldier
never had to go before that board at all
It was a board to collect information and to
determine what lands were suitable and what
were not. 'That board fulfilled its functions
when it was decided to appoint a special re-
patriation officer in the person of Mr. Sur-
veyor Camm. The board then auntomatie-
ally ceased; its work had finished. The in-
formation was all eollected, it is in the Lands
Department, and Mr. Camm is in charge of
the repatriation office, and any soidier who
goes to him is shown what farms are avail-
able, and full explanations are given. The
soldier, therefore, has not to run the gauntiet
of any hoards, This statement which I have
just made has also appeared in the Press. I
want to clear up anolher thing, and it is to
express tv members the differences in  the
activities, or rather the duties of the Lands
Department and the Industries Assistance
Department. The Industries Assistance De-
partment has within its horders the Agricuai-
tural Bank and the Tudustries Assistance
Board. The Agriculiural Bank is the Govern-
ment banking institution, with many trained
men on its stafl. 'These men are ncenstomed
to dealings in connection with land, and
there arc also a numher of inspecters who
are capable of helping those soldiers likely
to settlo on the land. Tt was therefore de-
cided that the finaneial operations of the
repatriation scheme should be conducted by
the Government bank with the aid of its own
machinery and its trained stafl.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Where does the money
come from?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is an-
other question; it is to be provided hy the
Commonwealth Government, but we have not
stopped repatriation Decause the Common-
wealth Government have failed in their duty
to find the money,

Mr, Pickering: Sir John Forrest savs it is
avmlable.

The -ATTORNEY GENERAL: We shall
know all about it when the Treasurer returns
from Melbourne. The finangial question is
net one that we need bother ahout now, be-
cause the Treasurer will tell us all about it
in the conrsg of a few days. But we are con-
tinuing to finance soldiers, and we are finding
the money, although we have not received a
copper from the Commonwealth Government.

Mr. Pickering: The conditions under which
you are aldvancing the money are identical
wilh the conditions in conneetion with ordinary
sett'sment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No settler
in the conntry is getting the amount which is
heing advanced to returned soldiers. The
ordinarv settlers’ advances are limited. T
wonld Jike to be able to make a free gift of
the £500 to the soldiers, but that cannot be
done. As T have stated, there is a fine sef
of trained men in the Apricultural Bank, and
those men are principally in the wheat areas.
We in the Industries Department, not having
trained officers, sny for irrigation at Harvey
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nor for market gardening and the like in the
metropolitan area, nor for the various schemes
that might be put forward in the south-west,
it was decided to divide the seheme of respon-
sibility in two ways. The Lands Department
it was decided should take the sole respon-
sibility for adwministering the scheme in the
south-west and the metropolitan area, amd to
attend to what 1 eall the fathering of the
men, showing them what to do, to be continu-
ally at their sides and instrueting them in the
development of their places on right lines.
For instance, if a man takes up an irrigation
farm he wants to set about his work with a
fixed plan. Now take the other side. He makes
use of the Apricultural Bank and-its officers.
The control and responsibility, however, will
rest with the -Lands Department, so that we
know that one Minister will be responsible to
the soldiers and to this Touge. They, how-
ever, have not the machinery of bhanking and
finunee in the Lands Department, and it was
considered unwise to create such a depart-
ment there. It was therefore determiuned that
the Agricultural Bank should de the finane.
ing for the Lands Department on a purely
hook-keeping principle, and the hank will jay
on the certificates which will he issued.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That is outside the
powers of the bank.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We will have
to bring in a Bill to provide for that. The
responsibility for the settlement will rest with
the Minister for Lands, and the banking will
he done with the Agrieultural Bank just ag if
it were one eof the private banks, and pay-
ments will be made on the certificates. The
Agricultural Bank will make advances and will
assist and help to protect the soldiers to the
best of its ability. The statement thai the
Industries Board to-day is in a state of ehaos
is o flight of the imagination.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: When are you going
1o close dewn that board?

The ATTORXEY GEXNERAL: The fune-
tions of the board were given fo it by Parlia-
ment some years ago owing to the failure of
the crops and the destitute state the Larmers
were then thrown into. Tt is my object as
soon as ever it is possible to do so, to restore
those men who are connected with it to their
original state as free farmers. The sooner
this is done the better, and [ hope I may be
permitted to shortly wmake this announcement
to the House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T do not think you will.

Mon. P. Collier: T think you will be too old.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When the
hon. member sees the figures he will think
differently. T hope to be able to announce to
the House that the farmers we have under-
taken to shelter and protect have been made
free men again, but of course not those who
are impossible, or who have gone over the edge.
The poesition will be placed hefore the House
by a rroperly constructed system of figures,
and this will be done cither to-morrow or on
Tuesday.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T hope the Federal
wheat pool figures will he given.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I know what
I want, and I have heen after it ever since
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I have been in the Induostries office, and I have
just succeeded in getting the figures.

Hon. P. Collier: [f you are mot overbur-
dened with work, for heaven’s sake take over
the control of the wheat pool.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: From the
first week that I went into the Industries office
it was my desire to get a statement of the
whole of the debts of the farmers. [ wanted
them sorted up into districts and classified
into, good, fair, doubtful, and bad. [ have
those figures complete now. They are on my
table to-day. | also have a statement showing
the indebtedness of each person in March,
1917, The figures are given showing the num-
ber of bags that each person has delivered to
the board, and from the board to the scheme
to date. 1 have the number of bags and the
value of the bags, and 1 have had that turned
juto pounds. Hon. members will see when they
get the papers that those who are in the good
class have returned to the board two bhags for
every pound they owe. Those in the fair class
have returned a bag and a half, those in the
doubtful class under a bag, and those in the
bad class about a quarter of a hag.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Have vou entered into
an arrangement to compromise with any of the
business firms?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is a
matter that T ean tell the hon. member every-
thing about. There is nothing in the Indus-
tries Department that eannot see the light of
day. There is a board established in the In-
dustries Department, and it has power to
manage its own affairs, and any Minister who
understands  his business will interfere very
little with that board. There are not scven
as has been stated in this Honse, but three of
the most expertenced men we have in this
State, namely, Mr. Richardson, a fine type and
a solid farmer, Mr, Cook, one of the most
painstaking and careful men, and Me. Maitland
Leake, a similar type of gentleman. T have
fhe highest opinion of them all, and they can
hold their own with any farmer in 'Western
Australia. To eall such a board as that
political is a misuse of u term. T found the
board there, and T have not interfered with it.
T bave watched them carefully, and after six
months T have come to the conclusion that
they are honourable and painstaking men who
would be hard to replace. Take the manager
of the Agrienltural Bank, Mr. Paterson, one
of the best men who conld have been chosen,
seleeted by a CGovernment far away back, re-
tained by every Government in svccession, and
he has the goodwill of everyone. To call these
men political is montsrous, When T lay, as I
shall ecither to-morrow or on Tuesday, those
figures before members, they will he ahle to
know just as well as I know azhout the affairs
of the Tndustries Board financially and of any
question as to what is being done in regard to
the contract or any individual, Tf members
ask for the information it shall be given to
them. There is only one thing I want to say
with reference to the Westralian Farmers and
the zonce system and 1 only say it becange T
was administering the affairs of the wheat
hoard for six weeks when Mr. Baxter was in
Melhourne and the matter came prominently

under my notice then and was well drilled
into me and was repeatedly drilled into me
until I could not forget it. Under open com-
petition the Westralian Farmers as against
Bell & Co., Dalgety & Co., Dreyfus & Co., and
Darling, secured four-ninths of the business,
that was in open competition; and as time
went on they would have secured more than
four-ninths this season because they were do-
ing their business well; they were the farmers
themselves. TIn order to defeat that the agents
suggested the zone system beeanse then each
would have had one-fifth, What they could
not reduce the Westralian Farmers to by open
competition they wanted to do by arrauge-
ment.

Hon, W. . Angwin: Was it the merchants,
or who supgested the zone system?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T give the
facts and [ know they want a lot of answer-
ing.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister is not fair.
The file shows elearly that the suggestion of
the invitation ecame from the Honerary Min-
ister (Mr. Baxter).

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I de not
care who it ecame from; I am rather defending
the Westralian Farmers’ side of it. I did not
know the Minister was attacked; but the Wes-
tralian Farmers got four-ninths of the busi-
ness in open competition and the suggestion
of the zone system woulidl have reduced their
busines to one-fifth.

Hon. T. Collier:
Minister.

Mr. Maley: It came from the Advisory
Board of the speeial wheat board.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: TIn giving
this information it is in relation solely to the
Westralian I"armers and mot in relation to
anyone else. Who started it or who benefited
by it is another matter. I mention it all the
more now hecause in the dehate in this House
some two months ago T do not think it was
as carefully explained as it might have been.
At any rate, it was not put in as plain lan-
guage as [ am pntting it in to-night.

On motion by Mr. Hickmott dehate ad-
journed.

But it came from the

House adjourned at 10.6 p.m.




